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PBEFACE. 



-M- 




HE little work, of which a translation is 
here given, will, it is hoped, prove as 
acceptable to the Catholic mothers of England 
as it has proved to those of France; not only 
as illustrating a lofty type of conjugal excel- 
lence, but also, and principally, for the admir- 
able suggestions on the educational training of 
young girls, especially those of the higher 
classes of society, which are contained in the 
letters of the noble "Lyonnese Lady," whose 
true name it is the wish of her family, as it 
was also her own wish, should remain unknown. 



E. A. M. 



Paris, 1874. 
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CHAPTER I. 

t 

THE COUNTESS ADELSTAN. 

IOWAKDS the end of November, 1867, 
when the controversy respecting the se- 
condary education of girls was at its height, 
the " Courrier de Lyon " published a letter 
to his Excellency the Minister of Public In- 
struction, M. Victor Duruy, to which soon 
afterwards several journals of the capital 
accorded the honour of a great publicity. 
Under the assumed name of the Countess 
Adelstan, a noble lady fully exposed the ex- 

2 



2 Life of the Countess Adelstan. 

travagance of the project of M. Duruy. With 
a refined and cutting irony, disguised under 
flattering compliments, she thanked the great 
master of the university for his laudable 
zeal for perfecting the education of women, 
and advised him to let the devotedness of 
the three thousand professors of the lycees 
of France display itself in another sphere. 

The merit of the "Lyonnese Lady" ob- 
tained suffrages of great value, which came 
to surprise her in the solitude in which she 
lived retired from the world. The Bishop 
of Nimes, without in the least knowing the 
authorship of the letter, inserted a passage 
from it in one of his writings the same day 
that he had received the "Courrier de Lyon," 
and the quotation made by the eminent pre- 
late was preceded and followed by a double 
commendation. Some* time afterwards, the 
Bishop of Orleans, in writing " La Femme 
Chretienne et Fran9aise," took pleasure in 
endorsing the sentiments of the Countess 
Adelstan, to whom at the same time he 
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rendered a courteous and graceful homage. 
" Woe to those women whose hearts are de- 
void of faith in Jesus Christ, the only ray 
which can illumine every darkness, the only 
strength which can sustain in struggles and 
in sacrifices, the only sweetness which can 
comfort in misfortune, and wipe away tears ! 
' Alas ! which amongst us will not have to 
suffer ?' — wrote one of them to me, not many 
days ago, respecting this controversy — ' What 
will they have of us ? Is not our lot more 
bitter, more painful, habitually more full of 
thorns, than the lot of men ? and what shall 
we do with our sole strength enervated by 
vanity or things still worse ? We shall weep, 
we shall groan, we shall at last be over- 
come ; and we shall form, after the pattern 
of our own, souls without life, without vigour, 
and without faith ! ' " 

No other ray of literary glory has shone 
upon the veiled head of the young Countess 
Adelstan, who, three years ago, was called 

away to the home of true glory, the glory 

2 * 



4 Life of the Countess Adelstan. 

promised to virtue which has not been found 
wanting in the time of trial. It was not to 
M. Duruy alone, but above all to herself, 
that she was careful to call to mind the vo- 
cation of women, who ought, as it was said 
by Ozanam, like the guardian angels, to 
conduct the world, remaining themselves 
invisible. And thus invisible remained 

Madame Julia , revealing neither her 

life nor her name. But he whose angel 
guardian upon earth she was, preserves 
with religious care the remembrance of her 
conjugal tenderness, and the treasure of 
her private writings. The distinguished 
officer who guards this valuable deposit has 
no other desire than to honour, in the ser- 
vice of France, a name destined to a double 
glory; and while waiting until the hour shall 
have arrived for history to speak, we are 
compelled to a certain reserve in making 
known the fair secrets of a life devoted to 
family affections. 

The journal and the letters of the Countess 
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Adelstan remind one of those charming books 
which for ten years past have had the rare 
merit, in spite of some blemishes, of cap- 
tivating all minds of delicacy and refine- 
ment. We have here a sister of Eugenie 
and of Alexandrine ; and each one of the 
three is an ornament of the Holy Church, 
their mother. No creations of romance have 
attained this ideal; real life is found to be 
superior to poetic fiction ; and above all, 
there is in its history a persuasive force 
which does not exist in the imaginary ad- 
ventures of the exceptional beings for whom 
our enthusiasm is solicited. 

The papers of the Countess Julia, like all 
her life, are full of attractive lessons, of 
examples which are powerful encouragements 
to do likewise. When he who has inherited 
these treasured writings put the key of his 
escritoir into my hands, he said, " You may 
read all — everything — even anything which 
may accuse me ; but only publish at present 
whatever may appear most likely to induce 
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the women of France to accomplish their 
mission : otherwise we should he unfaithful 
to the intentions of my Julia." 

And this, in the hrief and necessarily im- 
perfect notice here presented to the Catholic 
women of England, is all that the translator 
has attempted to do. 
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CHAPTEE II. 



THOUGHTS OE THE COUNTESS ADELSTAN ON 

woman's MISSION. 



fHE fantasies of M. Duruy furnished the 
Countess. Julia with an opportunity of 
reflecting on the part of women in the world, 
and on their education for it. Her medi- 
tations were all founded on the words of 
Holy Scripture : " Who shall find a valiant 
woman ? " and under this title she grouped 
nine principal considerations : Eve and 
Mary ; Education and its Influence ; True 
Education ; the Education of the Intellect ; 
the Arts ; Keligious Instruction ; the Heart ; 
the Soul; our Mission. 

In these pages are to be found great depth 
and beauty : for example, a better statement 
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than the following could hardly be given of 
the prerogatives and historic glories of Chris- 
tian womanhood. 

"Christ, the Son of Mary, has alone re- 
stored to woman her original dignity and 
mission, by reminding man that she is his 
equal; and that whether as virgin, wife, or 
mother, she has a right to his respect as 
well as to his love. And from the hour of 
Calvary to our own day, women have justified 
their rehabilitation. More easily affected 
than man by sorrow and pain, but enduring 
with greater constancy ; always more gene- 
rous and enthusiastic where their heart is 
interested, their name is associated with 
everything that is noble and beautiful in the 
world. They cannot, like men, live for an 
idea, but there are few who would not sacri- 
fice themselves for a sentiment. The first 
to follow Jesus, they were also the last at 
the foot of the cross; and it was by them 
that the wavering confidence of the apostles 
was upheld until the Eesurrection. They 
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were among the most fervent proselytes of 
the infant Church, and history shows us the 
labours of their apostolate and the glory 
of their martyrdoms. There is not a country 
nor a century which has not found them 
faithful to their mission of self-denial, of 
heroism, and of love. They are to be seen 
founding churches, monasteries, and hos- 
pitals ; devoting themselves in times of public 
calamity ; and always leaving after them 
consolation, hope, and faith. Knowing how 
to reign, and even to conduct defensive war- 
fare ; impassioned in their love for the arts, 
for eloquence, and poesy, they have compre- 
hended every greatness as well as every 
sacrifice ; and nowhere, perhaps, more than 
in France, have they associated themselves 
with all the national glories of their coun- 
try." 

Gifted with no ordinary mind, the Countess 
Julia deeply felt the inferiority to which a 
life of idleness and frivolity reduces so many 
women of our time. Providence, she reflected, 
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appears daily to extend the sphere of the 
usefulness of women, but the insufficiency of 
their instruction, their excessive sensitive- 
ness, and the impractical nature of their 
piety, interpose, between them and the 
accomplishment of good, obstacles which 
nothing but a more vigorous, intellectual, 
and religious education can destroy. "Wo- 
man is become the soul of the world, and 
what a soul does not such a world re- 
quire ! " • • . . 



At the very time when she was demonstra- 
ting to the Minister of Public Instruction 
that it was no business of his professors to 
put woman into a condition capable of 
"bearing with another the weight of life's 
duties and responsibilities," the Countess 
Adelstan wrote a few words in her private 
journal which reveal her heart, and the view 
she toot of her vocation, even before the 
moral counsels of M. Duruy. "We work, 
and read much together." (She and her 
husband.) "It is very useful and very 
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delightful, and our ideas become more and 
more alike. how culpable is a wife who 
is beloved by her husband, when she fails 
to profit by her first and best influence, , to 
raise to God the heart which has given itself 
to her!" And then, her thoughts reverting 
to the mother whom she had prematurely 
lost, she adds : " Dearest mother, how I 
understand you more and more as time goes 
on ! How living you still are for me ; and 
how gratefully I thank you for having by 
your example taught me the might of sacri- 
fice ! " * 

A Christian woman, in giving her heart, 
will also communicate her faith, and to do 
this she must be as unsullied in her belief as 
in her affections. Occasions frequently arise 
in which women are called upon to profess, 
to uphold, to propagate their faith. In the 
shock of warring doctrines, in the midst of 
the immense confusion of opinions, many a 
mind receives a wound, and many a soul is 

* Journal, 13th and 20th November, 1867. 
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endangered. The Christian woman ought to 
be there, like a Sister of Charity, to enfold a 
religious truth in a word of tenderness ; but 
this apostolate requires that the piety of 
women should be strong with the strength of 
a vigorous faith, enlightened by a clear con- 
viction of the intelligence. Half-convictions 
would but prepare the way for a betrayal of 
the rights of truth, for the virginal orthodoxy 
of the Church would never accommodate itself 
to shifting, mutilated, chilling semi-credences, 
sullied by notions from some outside source, 
opinions contradictory and profane. 

The chapter of the Countess Adelstan on 
Eeligious Instruction deserves to be given in 
full. 

"At no time, probably, since the establish- 
ment of Christianity, has it been so necessary 
to give to religious teaching a large develop- 
ment on impregnable bases. In presence of 
the overflow of error which invades everything 
in the present day, public meetings, books, 
newspapers, theatres, faith must no longer 
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be blind; the 'coal-heaver's faith* is no longer 
sufficient : it is necessary to know what one 
believes and what one hopes, and upon what 
grounds this belief and this hope rest. 

"With reference to this necessity, much is 
yet wanting to the education of women, which 
is too often vague, indefinite, and incomplete. 
They must found their religious convictions 
upon an inaccessible but visible rock. A man 
tormented by doubts or enveloped in dark- 
ness might then oftentimes dissipate both by 
the pure rays emanating from the domestic 
hearth. In the same manner, a woman ought 
to lay the foundations of an indestructible faith 
in the heart of her son ; and when his child- 
hood has developed into youth, or youth into 
manhood, the enlightened and instructed 
mother will be able, by the help of God, to 
drive away a doubt, to destroy an evil influ- 
ence, to keep the heart dear to her in the light 
and warmth of the Divine Incarnate Word. 

"But how dare we hope for these consoling 
results ? What is usually taught to girls in 
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their family ? And thus, what happens now- 
a-days, when religious questions are discussed 
even in drawing-rooms ? Either women dis- 
pense themselves from listening to a conver- 
sation which the indolence of their mind 
hinders them from following, or else they 
are attentive, and then their ignorance exposes 
them to uneasiness, hesitation, and some- 
times douht. Even in convents, perhaps, 
a sufficient importance is not attached to a 
knowledge of the Church and of her history, 
of the holy Scriptures, and the principal 
works of the sacred writers : perhaps even 
there it is not sufficiently kept in mind that 



in these days we must have our proofs in our 
hand." 




CHAPTEE III. 

THE EDUCATION OF JULIA. 

[HE knowledge which the Countess Julia 
desiderated in other women, she had 
not failed to acquire herself; and in her 
writings she unconsciously drew her own 
portrait. The notes she had taken during 
retreats, her summaries of meditations, and 
her various essays, reveal an amount of 
solid religious instruction which is rarely to 
be met with even among men who consider 
themselves adepts in the science. She was 
well versed in the holy Scriptures, and had 
read the' greater portion of those works of 
the Fathers which she wished to see form a 
part of the library of young girls, or which, 
at least, they should have the choice of 
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reading; and we often find the thoughts of 
our most illustrious contemporary apologists 
quoted in confirmation of her own. Of 
history she knew all that was necessary for 
a woman, especially ecclesiastical history, 
which occupies the largest place in her plans 
of education. That which she sought for 
principally in history, namely, the philosophy 
of this noble science, appears in the rapid 
and accurate summaries which she has made 
here and there of certain periods. Thus, as 
we shall see further on, she perfectly com- 
prehended the present and foresaw the future, 
these sorrowful days of decadence for France 
through which we are now passing. But 
it is philosophy in its most intimate and in- 
dividual form which gives their special charm 
to all the sketches due to the pen of the 
Countess Adelstan. She analyses very deli- 
cately the lights and shadows in which 
human nature clothes itself as exhibited in 
woman ; all the weaknesses of which she 
f9eh the germ in her own heart, but to which 
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she abandons herself the least. She was 
eminently a woman of reason, and fully con- 
scious of the unhappy influence of imagina- 
tion on her sex, that impressionable sex, of 
which, if ill directed in youth, one can so 
easily " swell the vanity or over-excite the 
sensibility. ,, 

The chief honour of so excellent an edu- 
cation is due to conventual teaching. The 
Countess Adelstan has said it in the face of 
M. Duruy : " To speak only of the convents, 
where these young girls are for the most 
part brought up, your Excellency apparently 
ignores the course of studies which are there 
pursued, and which would make a large ad- 
dition to your own ; and I affirm that, thanks 
to it, not only the young girls of whom you 
speak receive in their convents a distinguished 
education, but that most of the wives of the 
provincial townspeople, who have passed a 
few years there, possess a more extensive 
amount of literary knowledge than the men 

of their class." It is to this fearless decla- 

8 
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ration that Mgr. Plantier, Bishop of Nimes, 
added, — "Perfectly true." 

In her private writings, the Countess 
opened out more fully the affectionate gra- 
titude of her heart towards the instructresses 
whom the Church had given her. " God is 
witness of all the wonders which have been 
worked for centuries by these mothers ac- 
cording to grace, and He alone reckons and 
knows the sacrifices which here below seek 
for no recompense. One of the most touch- 
ing, the most useful, and too often one of the 
most misunderstood glories of the Catholic 
Church, is the existence of these homes of 
purity, piety, and of self-immolation, where 
hearts, that have refused all the delights of 
this world, consecrate their love, their facul- 
ties, and their strength, to prepare youth for 
the duties of future life." 

From the above, it need not of course be 
concluded that good education is only to be 
had in religious houses, as this would be 
doing an injustice to various excellent and 
truly Cfiristian lay institutions. 
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After her departure from the convent, Julia 
returned to the bosom of her family, where 
she further enriched, by an assiduous cul- 
ture of her mind, the fundamental knowledge 
she had acquired. One would pardon houses 
of education for having a less complete pro- 
gramme of studies, if the young girls only 
brought away with them a certain taste for 
self-instruction and a sincere love of intel- 
lectual labour. The misfortune is, that our 
manners plunge the young into a whirlpool 
of frivolities, and sometimes follies; the tu- 
mult of our social existence destroys the 
spirit of reflection, and recollectedness is the 
thing most wanting, not only to women but 
also to men, and most difficult of attainment 
in the artificial life by which we are all 
carried away. 

The Countess Julia always knew how to 

make for herself a solitude, and God seemed 

to aid her in finding it, sometimes by illness, 

and then her faith gave Him thanks. It was 

thus that in September, 1869, she wrote to 

3* 
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her husband from the sea-side : "I must tell 
you, my beloved, a thought which has occu- 
pied me for some days. On Saturday I came 
to these words : ' He was taken away, lest 
wickedness should alter his understanding, 
or deceit beguile his soul. For the bewitch- 
ing of vanity obscureth good things, and the 
wandering of concupiscence overturneth the 
innocent mind.'"* And I thought with what 
considerate goodness God had acted towards 
me, in separating me from the world by this 
illness ; for who knows if the desire to shine 
in a certain manner in the world, — by the 
mind, I suppose, — might not have drawn me 
aside, and then, if I had not withstood the 
enchantment? There are in all of us such 
evil inclinations, our nature tends so easily 
to that which flatters it, that we must have 
the grace of God always with us to keep us 
from stumbling, and guide us in the right 
road. Thus I believe it is always a favour to 
be withdrawn away from the world, as we 

* I Wisdom iv. 11,12. 



The Education of Julia. 21 

both are, strangers to its vanity and its in- 
trigues. If God should restore my health, 
we shall do wisely to have as little to do with 
it as possible. . . Oh, dear and beloved one ! 
let us strive to be worthy of Him who is pre- 
paring for us an eternity of happiness, of 
light, and love ! Believe me, that which you 
used to call clouds and mysticism is nothing 
less than palpable reality. Must we wait, to 
see it, until everything else shall have dis- 
appeared from our eyes?" 

In the midst of Parisian life, and in the 
flower of her twenty years, Julia had not 
judged differently of its frivolities and follies. 
In the winter of 1860 she writes in her jour- 
nal: "What an existence one leads here! 
Everything is artificial ; everything for the 
world. No moral life ; no intellectual life ; 
no satisfaction even for the heart; it is a 
whirlpool ; a continual succession of unsatis- 
fying varieties; one must do everything, 
without having the time to do one thing well. 
Prayers, visits, interviews, drives, all is done 
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by steam. What a void is left in the soul 
after a day passed in this manner ! she has 
nothing to feed upon but futility and weari- 
ness. . . Oh, Parisian women, how you lower 
yourselves by forgetting what you are, and 
what is your true work ! Have you no longer 
any souls to save, nor minds to cultivate, nor 
home to love ? Have you nothing left but 
this body, which you make your idol and the 
object of your engrossing anxieties? — nothing 
but these pleasures, which will one day cost 
so dear? — nothing but these rags, of which 
the shape and the shade form the sole sub- 
ject of your conversations, your meditations, 
and your dreams ?" 

But we will not accumulate quotations of 
this kind; for, besides that the object of these 
pages is not to satirize women by the hand of 
a woman, an injustice would be done to the 
character of the Countess Adelstan; who, 
though she groaned in secret over the defects 
that struck her, was no preacher, any more 
than she was what is usually understood by 
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a learned woman. She was a serious and 
studious woman, accustomed to reflect, and 
allowing her mind as well as her heart to 
regulate her life. Her great merit, in the 
testimony of those who knew her well, was 
the completeness of her character, in every 
position and under all relations. Badiant 
with grace and enjoyment on festive occasions, 
more radiant still with moral beauty, after 
her marriage, on her bed of suffering; at 
once an artist, literary and practical ; but 
neither an authoress nor a princess. 

It has been the custom in France to shower 
down ridicule so unsparingly on female pe- 
dants, that women have not been slow to 
find in it a pretext for laziness as well as a 
shelter from blame. It is high time to put 
an end to a prejudice which has become an 
unmeaning anachronism. If young ladies 
are still to be met with who have the courage 
to struggle against a distate for study, and to 
risk for it the danger of ridicule, we owe them 
sympathy, encouragement, and, if need be, 
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advice. There would be far less chance of 
ridicule if the studies of women were solid 
and fruitful, their work regular and persever- 
ing ; if they sought to form in themselves a 
perfectly upright and Christian judgment, and 
with the intention of regulating their acquire- 
ments in harmony with their family duties. 
These conditions are essential. " Two things 
are of primary importance in life, reflection 
and sacrifice, and it is impossible to dwell too 
much on these points in education.' , 

The rule of life which the young Countess 
Adelstan followed in the country might be 
given as a model. "Order of the day in 
summer, as far as circumstances will permit : 
Rise at 5, dressing and prayers ; 5.45, study 
Latin; 7 o'clock, Mass and written meditation; 
8, correspondence ; 9, breakfast ; 10, instruc- 
tive occupation; 11.30, piano and singing; 
1 o'clock, free time, needlework or painting 
(visit every day, if possible, some poor or sick 
person); 3 o'clock, rosary; 3.15, instructive 
reading ; 5.30, religious reading and visit to 
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the Blessed Sacrament ; 6, dinner." Accom- 
panying annotations give evidence of the 
authority of an experienced guide. The four 
hours of serious work are declared necessary 
to fix the mind and imagination. The choice 
of reading is to be scrupulous, and no book 
must be read of which she could not be sure ; 
above all, whatever might excite, inflame, or 
disorder the mind, was to be avoided. 

Unhappily, in her youthful ardour, Julia 
had put among her "cherished books/' of 
which the list was found among her papers, 
not only the " Pensees de Pascal,' ' but " every- 
thing relating to the mere Angelique Arnaud 
and Port Eoyal ; ,H an imprudence which ap- 
pears to have thrown a certain amount of 
spiritual trouble into the mind of the young 
girl. These impressionable souls whom the 
disappointments of life frequently condemn 
to suffering, ought not in play to put them- 
selves in the school of despair. Julia knew 
well that " ardent natures have certain mo- 
ments of lively fervour, during which God 
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seems to appear to them and to communicate 
Himself to them in light and love. ,, It is a 
moment of ecstasy in which heaven opens, 
and from which the return to earth seems all 
the more sad and desolate. Should there 
come, at the hour of disenchantment, some 
devil's advocate, who disfigures the gospel, 
showing everywhere an angry God, the poor 
soul is beaten down, overwhelmed, and power- 
less to rise again. Julia, a little by her own 
fault, experienced this trial. Providence sent 
her the venerated Father Olivaint to divine 
and combat the detestable influence of Port 
Eoyal. Two letters from this revered hand 
recommend, in eloquent tfcrms, courage and 
confidence, with discretion in reading. We 
give a portion of these relics of a martyr. 

"I am touched, my child, by your confid- 
ence. You have made a resolution to obey 
me, but how shall I venture at so great a dis- 
tance to exact anything of you, when I cannot 
sufficiently ascertain the state of your heart ? 

" Whether it is a question for you of mar- 
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riage or of the cloister, it seems to me that 
before making your choice you would need to 
go into retreat for some days, during which 
time you would examine your vocation. God 
has not said His last word. You pronounce 
too hastily that the grace of the religious life 
is now lost for you. It is discouragement 
which leads you to speak thus, and discou- 
ragement is the distinctive feature of your 
state of mind. Let me speak simply: your 
discouragement is reasoned, and is on that ac- 
count all the less reasonable. No, my child, 
you have no cause to discourage yourself; 
and were you more unhappy, more agitated, 
more blamable, you would yet' never have 
reason to be discouraged. God, it is true, is 
infinite sanctity, but you forget, my child, 
that He is also infinite goodness ; that He is 
your Father, and that He loves you. The 
poor publican stood afar off in the temple, 
and you pretend to authorise yourself by his 
example ; but the publican remained afar off 
by humility, he was not wanting in confidence; 
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and you, by failing in confidence, are wanting 
in humility. You offend God under pretext of 
honouring Him, since you ignore and deny His 
goodness. Could one suppose, my child, that 
you had been brought up at the Sacre 
Cceur ? A Jansenist would not speak of God 
and of His severity otherwise than you do, 
nor would be more afraid than you are of 
confession and Communion. And yet, my 
child, confession and Communion are the 
want of your heart. It is too cold, you say, 
this poor heart ; and for that reason you re- 
fuse it the fire of heaven which Jesus offers 
you wherewith to warm it. Judge yourself ! 
Go then to Jesus, my child, you will find in 
our Lord all you need — light, strength, hap- 
piness, peace. "* 

" Our Lord, who is infinite goodness, puts 
at our disposal the treasures of His mercy 
and of His power : our weakness constitutes 
our right, with Him. I require you to make 
your particular examination in confidence. 

* 19th Dec, 1860. 



The Education of Julia. 29 

For penance, when you find yourself over- 
taken by discouragement, make an effort over 
yourself, and make also an act of confidence. 
As to the other kind of penance, the desire of 
which has begun to arise, keep the desire, but 
go no further. I very much regret for you 
that you have not a more continuous direc- 
tion. At any rate, observe carefully the 
counsels which have been given you. God 
alone ! Courage and confidence ! 

" P.S. — I beg of you, in the name of our 
Lord, do not read Werther. It is a bad book 
for everybody, but especially for you, since it 
is emphatically the apology of discouragement 
and the justification of despair."* 

* 15th July, 1861. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 



THE CHOICE BETWEEN MABRIAGE AND THE 



CLOISTER. 






" 'MKHE choice of books,— difficult as the 
Q£^ choice of men: few that are lovable 
and true ! " This slightly malicious reflection 
is that of Eugenie de Gu6rin : the young 
Countess Julia has some expressions stronger 
still. And we must own that our modern 
society is well calculated to inspire with dis- 
gust these noble souls, ambitious of all that 
is heautiful, excellent, and true. Thus the 
following confidences were entrusted to her 
private journal. 

" Never has the world smiled upon me but 
in one or two moments, of exaltation, perhaps, 
when everything appeared to me beautiful 
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and happy. But no! everything is sombre, 
and dismal, and sad. . . Happy are they who 
die ! -They quit an earth where interest, ego- 
tism, and materialism, everything that is 
narrow and mean, would fain stifle in their 
grasp, or stop by their despicable barriers, 
every noble imagination and every generous 
thought. Is it my fault if my soul has aspi- 
rations of which I am not mistress ? Is it 
my fault if it springs up in spite of me into 
a sphere where it breathes an air more free 
and pure? Can these be empty reveries, 
these wants of a heart which has a hunger 
and thirst for something which it perceives 
from afar, and of which it keenly feels the 
absence, without being able well to define what 
it is ? I want God ! Yes, God having placed 
within us this oppressive void, wills that we 
should fill it with Himself! But God is on 
high ! Before He calls us we must close our 
eyes and wait, and suffer while we are waiting." 
Julia craved the cloister : the absolute de- 
votion to the Crucified Spouse appeared to 
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her better suited than the most desirable 
earthly alliance to satisfy her nature and 
fulfil her destiny. But obstacles sometimes 
arise in the way to a conventual life which 
must be respected. Human judgments con- 
tradict each other, human wills are at 
variance ; and God, who has His designs, 
refuses to interfere as Sovereign, or to pro- 
nounce the word which would break down 
the impediments. 

Julia's family had encouraged the hopes 
of a noble and valiant officer. We find in 
her journal : — 

"May 21st. — I have seen Henri for the first 
time. 

"May 27th. — My God, may Your will be 
done ! My heart desires before everything 
whatever You shall will. If it is in Your 
designs of mercy for our souls that we should 
love each other, may it be always in You, and 
that we may one day give thanks to You above 
that we have met each other here below. 

"June 5th, La Ch (in retreat). — My 
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God, behold me now here in Your presence, 
to decide upon my future life. Will You not 
grant me the light for which I have so 
many years been asking? Enlighten me, 
Lord, and, above all, give me grace to be 
faithful to follow the path You point out. I 
ask it by all the prayers, by all the anxieties 
and uncertainties which conflicting opinions 
have caused my heart ; by the tears and 
sufferings of my beloved mother; by the 
sorrows of Mary, my first and tender mother; 
and above all I ask it, my God, by the 
blood of Your Divine Son, which flowed on 
Calvary for the redemption of my soul ! " 

Two days were passed thus in reflection 
and prayer beneath the eye of God, and in 
studying as it were the map of the countries 
through which the two roads of life led. 

" Souls which are called to the ordinary 

life have to walk painfully among stones and 

thorns, to climb mountains, or to cross the 

torrents which separate them from God, 

Whose presence they feel but Whom they see 

4 
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not; and after this mountain and torrent, 
traversed with so much difficulty and danger, 
they see before them torrents atid mountains 
still, and thus they toil on their journey, ever 
in danger of death while seeking life. 

" The consecrated soul, on the contrary, 
soars above the winding pathways of the 
world. Doubtless a great distance still sepa- 
rates her from God, and before she can 
reach Him, her flight and her ardour may 
oftentimes be affected by contrary winds, the 
heat of the sun, or her own weariness ; but 
at least her eye unceasingly beholds Him, 
and in the pure regions which she traverses, 
her gaze fixed constantly upon the Eternal 
Light, she will not be seduced by the false 
gleams which too often deceive and lead 
astray poor travellers here below. But for 
this blessed life only those souls are fitted 
who are called of God. 

"June 6th (ten o'clock at night). — The 
sentence is pronounced. Lord, I am not 
worthy that You should admit me to ' the 
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better part,' and I must follow the common 
law. Combat and struggle on the stony and 
dangerous ground of this world ; the work 
of salvation to accomplish little by little, and 
to defend step by step; new bonds to form, 
and perhaps to fear ; an uncertain future, 
bound to a soul who will be either my 
strength or my danger ! my God ! This 
morning the cowardliness of my heart made 
me see a thousand phantoms in that cloister 
life which this evening appears to me the 
port of safety, and which will never be my 
lot. Eestore peace to my soul, Lord. I 
have sought for light with all the sincerity 
and good will with which You have deigned to 
endow me : calm this suffering heart, which 
loves You, and which, before every other 
thing, will be Yours — my Joy, my Conso- 
lation, and my Love," 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE CHRISTIAN IDEAL. 

T F we have given a correct idea of the cha- 
" racter of Mademoiselle Julia, it will be 
seen that hers was one of those essentially 
distinguished and aristocratic natures which 
are becoming more rare as family traditions 
disappear, and as education is more and more 
invaded by the spirit of the times. We must 
have angels on the earth, say poets and ro- 
mancers, who easily mistake for angelic sem- 
blances the creations of their own common- 
place genius. Angels ! It is the Church alone 
that gives them to the world. The true and 
highest types of moral beauty can only be 
produced by the -Catholic Faith. 
In the days of her early youth, Julia was 
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apt to let herself be sometimes carried away 
by her lively and poetic nature, but her most 
romantic aspirations reveal a soul predestined 
to great virtues. When she was fourteen 
years of age, the good nuns of the Sacre 
Coeur one fine morning found with dismay 
the cage open and two of their birds flown* 
Julia had persuaded her cousin to quit the 
convent secretly with her, that they might 
together go and tend the wounded soldiers in 
the Crimea. A telegram soon put an end to 
the adventure, of which a souvenir has been 
preserved in a despatch of the prefect of B. 
to the Minister of the Interior. " The health 
of these young ladies is excellent, they are 
very cheerful, and do not show any signs 

whatever of excitement Their united 

resources having amounted to thirteen francs, 
which paid their railway fare as far as to the 

station of , they proceeded afterwards 

on foot, and after walking a distance of 
nearly ten English miles, they entered a 
baker's shop, to buy some bread with the four 
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sous they had remaining. It was there that 
the gendarmerie arrested them. All has been 
done without the least disturbance, and I am 
happy to have been able thus promptly to 
prevent the accidents to which these poor 
children were exposing themselves, drawn 
away by their unreflecting devotedness." 

Philosophers are at liberty to shrug their 
shoulders at this trait of youthful enthusiasm, 
but they must allow us in our turn to smile 
when we see these grave men go into ecstasies 
before Goethe's Werther, when he calls to the 
birds of passage, "0 cranes, bear me on 
your wings, and plunge me into the spheres of 
the infinite ! " Eather than spend • pity on 
the escapades of children who set out to suc- 
cour the wounded in the Crimea, or who, like 
S. Theresa, go to seek martyrdom among the 
Moors, let us reserve our compassion for the 
poor little creatures who are treated as mere 
playthings at first, as idols later on ; all 
unsuspecting that their ultimate fate will 
probably be that of victims. There is in 
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feminine nature a singular power of illusion • 
which should not be encouraged. They believe 
themselves, in all simplicity, to be endowed 
with all imaginable perfections, and this re- 
sults from the dreams in which they delight. 
The ideal excites their admiration, and their 
instinct makes them aspire to realise it, but 
their will is wanting : there is an absence of 
those sterling qualities which would make 
their characters complete, just as one often 
sees that certain qualities of the heart would 
give a completeness that is, in certain in- 
stances for example, wanting to the charac- 
ter of a man, and in these things education is 
requisite to supplement nature, and above all 
to lead the affections to those things which 
alone can fully satisfy them — virtue, piety, 
and the love of God. 

Such are the principles which the Countess 
Adelstan expressed with all the authority of 
experience. "To elevate woman, one ought 
to repress in her certain inclinations which 
are only too much encouraged, and to develop 
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sentiments and faculties which too often perish 
for want of nourishment. Woman is .made 
to please : such is the idea which occupies 
parents too exclusively, and causes them fre- 
quently to sacrifice the necessary to the super- 
fluous. When they have secured to their 
daughters the varnish as it were of education, 
— elegant manners, agreeable accomplish- 
ments, and a certain readiness in conversa- 
tion — they think that they have fulfilled their 
duty ; and mistaking the means for the end, 
they lower the dignity of woman, and form 
superficial natures, which too often become 
the scourge or the ruin of their families. To 
enlarge and strengthen the heart, to render it 
generous by inspiring a habit of self-sacrifice, 
but also a reserve in the gift of itself, this is 
the result to be aimed at in the education 
of youth, and without which a woman will 
probably become selfish, unfortunate, or 
guilty — the plaything of her passions or the 
victim of her delusions." 

The skilful and venerable instructresses of 
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Julia employed no other method with regard 
to her, and their efforts were rewarded hy 
complete success. There remain various 
documents which allow us to appreciate in 
some of its details this excellent direction. 
Before leaving the Sacre Coeur, Julia drew 
out for herself a plan of life, which, " by the 
grace of God and the protection of Mary," 
she would compel herself to follow. 

She writes: "I will carefully guard my 
imagination, not allowing myself to indulge 
in reveries or castles in the air, but trying to 
see things as they are in themselves, and not 
according to the colour of my own fancy. 

"I will watch with the utmost care over my 
heart, lest I should form any friendship before 
having well considered whether it would be 
for my good. I will also do my best to mode- 
rate my too ardent affections, to repress my 
eagerness and impatience, and to keep myself 
calm."* 

To the first paragraph of the foregoing a 

* August 14th, 1857. 
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revered hand added, in emphasized cha- 
racters : "Very essential," after the second, 
"Of the utmost importance " and this "mother 
according to grace" supplements the "resolu- 
tions " of her daughter hy the following ad- 
mirable counsels, written in the same copy- 
book : — 

" Make yourself a serious life, my child, by 
filling it with useful occupation. It cannot be 
a useful life unless it is serious and earnest, 
and it cannot be serious except in so far as it 
is occupied, not by futilities, but by real works, 
which are not pleasing to vanity, but which 
satisfy the soul by the good which they produce. 
... I place for you the spirit of faith in two 
things, the regulation of the day's occupations 
by a rule courageously persevered in; and the 
frequentation of the Sacraments. Such, my 
dear child, is my last advice to your soul : it is 
weighty, and must conduct you to heaven, in 
strengthening you to respond to the designs 
of our Lord for you. Have confidence. Jesus, 
Who has so loved your soul, will well know how 
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to animate your good-will and to bless your 
efforts. Be generous, be patient; and the 
Heart of Jesus will do the rest." 

With such an education, we cannot be sur- 
prised at Julia's early distaste for frivolous 
literature : thus at the age of eighteen we find 
her writing in her journal as follows : — ' ' Hence- 
forth I have done with romances; they are 
sickly and detestable, and are to the mind 
what sweetmeats, and d6licacie$ are to the 
stomach. Innocent in themselves, if taken 
occasionally and as a superfluity, but taken 
frequently or solely, they destroy the diges- 
tive powers by depriving them of substantial 
nourishment, and rendering them incapable 
of supporting proper food. This may be said 
with truth of romances such as I have lately 
read. It is of course needless to say that 
any which contain a principle of death are 
poisonous to the soul, but even the best are 
worthless. However it may be, I have done 
with them!"* 

* October 28th, 1859. 
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This feature completes the moral portrait 
of the Countess Adelstan. The passion for 
romances is the great moral evil of women in 
the present day, and even of men ; a fatal 
passion, the daughter of indolent leisure, and 
the parent of all kinds of pernicious reveries. 
What can be expected of a novel-reader ? Is 
she not a mere dreamer ? — a person incapable 
of reflection, of usefulness, and of sacrifice? 
And with regard to the first-named capability, 
the Countess Adelstan writes: "Women are 
very apt to confuse reflection with reverie, to 
which latter they are greatly addicted; but 
the one decuples the spiritual forces, while 
the other dissipates them into emptiness and 
condemns them to sterility.' ' 

A Christian woman who indulges herself in 
a taste for novel reading, will have religiosity, 
but not enough religion; sentimentality, but 
little real feeling, and certainly no spirit of 
true self-denial and sacrifice ; to say nothing 
of the illusions which may turn her head, and 
precipitate her into unexpected abysses. 
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"If I were a fairy," wrote the Countess, at 
twenty years old, " I would try and prevent 
my friends from ever having any illusion. 
What is the good of not seeing things as they 
are ? sooner or later we must come back to 
the truth. Illusions are the offspring of un- 
certainty and lies, and as such are one of the 
consequences of original sin. Whatever be 
their nature they impugn truth, and are there- 
fore an evil. We all have our share of them, 
for they are a part of our fallen nature, but 
as a punishment, not a benefit ; for what is 
much more painful than to lose an illusion ? 
And the longer we entertain it the more it 
costs us to have to renounce it, and the more 
painful is the sense of bitterness it leaves 
behind. If I were to discover that one whom 
I believed my friend deceived and betrayed 
me, should I have any pleasure in dwelling 
on the time when I had trusted in his friend- 
ship ? It is the same with all illusions ; they 
are a continual source of trouble and vexation, 
and we all of us have so many, that s&fcx^^j 
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a day passes in which some of them are not 
torn from us by the thorns along our path. 
I am told that I have even more than other 
people : possibly I have, and it is perhaps for 
that very reason that I say every day, Happy 
are they who have none !"* 

* Journal, May 13th, 1861. 
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CHAPTEE.VI. 

THE SURSUM CORD A OP CHRISTIAN LOVE. 

LP woman has need to be on her guard 
against illusions, it is especially during 
that period of her moral life which precedes 
marriage. Eve, at her first awaking, exer- 
cises and undergoes strange fascinations, the 
fatal " bewitching of vanity," and fleeting 
passions. In issuing from the unconscious- 
ness in which her earliest years have peace- 
fully passed away, beneath the shelter of 
her home or of the convent, it sometimes 
happens to her to be suddenly betrayed by 
her tender and poetic instincts. However 
well she may have been prepared for the 
trials of. life, she runs too soon the risk of 
running into danger. But a young qjxl 
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piously brought up has a vigilant mother at 
hand, who will combat these vague and fair 
illusions of her youthful heart. "Love at 
eighteen years old," writes the Countess 
Julia, "is but the love of one's later child- 
hood, which time effaces, leaving only its re- 
membrance as of life's first dream. There 
is another love, more true, more strong, and 
more holy, which defies absence and death, 
because it does not content itself with earth. 
The first effusion of a heart just opening into 
life has not the same value as the later and 
deeper sentiment which the heart enlarged 
by the experience of trial has to give. There 
is perhaps less of eagerness and spring, and 
even less confidence, in the latter, but there 
is more earnestness, more depth, more 
truth."* 

But where shall one be found who is 
worthy to receive this noble affection, which 
the seal of the sacrament of marriage shall 
render inviolable and perpetual? The man- 

* Letter of the 27th Feb., 1867. 
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ners of modern society prepare heroic 
struggles for its betrothed daughters, in 
which they have sometimes to break their 
hearts, unless they would lose their souls. 
The Catholic Faith, at war along the whole 
line against misbelief and unbelief, has often 
to combat them upon ground which ought to 
be sown with the flowers of peace. The do- 
mestic epic has not unseldom illustrated these 
interior conflicts. " Sybille " gives her heart 
and hand at the price of embracing the 
faith; "La Quintinie, ,, for the husband of 
hey choice, apostatises from the Church with 
effrontery and scandal. Conversion or per- 
version ; behold the too frequent alternative. 
There is another way, a very mercantile way, 
out of the difficulty, and this is, capitulation. 
The matter is transacted in a business-like 
manner: the household shall be half Chris,- 
tian, half nothing ; and the grandmother 
consoles her grandchild by saying, $i You will 
convert him afterwards." M. Victor Duruy, 
in the fecundity of his genius, had imagined 

5 
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an infallible method for securing well- 

• 

matched unions, which was, to give the 
same irreligious education to the sisters as 
that which had been already provided for 
their brothers, so that the godless lyceans 
on issuing from the course of lay studies 
which they had completed at the mairie, 
should find the Frenchwomen of the future 
aspiring to civil marriage. 

The Countess Adelstan was one of those 
firm and fearless characters who take the 
part of Christian proselytism ; and she de- 
termined either to break her heart or to 
work in her betrothed a complete trans- 
formation. During the retreat, in which she 
had made her definitive choice between 
marriage or the cloister, she had made reso- 
lutions in which, as we shall see, dreams 
and imaginations count for nothing. 

" 1. I must, before all else, be holy, and 
not marry without well knowing what I am 
about; that is to say, sure that I shall love 
much and always ; otherwise I might be, 
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later, profoundly unhappy and profoundly 
culpable. 

"2. Enter as soon as possible into a very 
serious and intimate correspondence with 

M. H , keeping in mind that this is not 

any reason for engagement, but the only 
means we have of knowing each other. 

" 3. Tell him plainly in what light I con- 
sider marriage, and how I am determined, 
before all else, to serve God, and regulate 
everything accordingly. 

" 4. Engage him to join me every day in 
prayer, to draw down upon us light and 
benediction from* God. 

" 5. Gradually lead him to prepare himself 
for marriage, by confession and Communion, 
showing him what a great point I make of 
the practice, and that he ought not to wait 
until the last moment. 

"6. Pray more than ever myself, and be 
faithful to God in all things." 

Henri de had many excellent quali- 
ties, but he had not all that Julia* d&&c£&L. 

5* 
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His nobility of sentiment and his gifts of 
mind had already been proved by his con- 
duct and conversation ; he appreciated the 
exceeding worth of her to whom he was per- 
mitted to offer his homage, the charm of 
whose noble nature powerfully attracted his 
heart; but unhappily, after having received 
a religious education, he had gradually laid 
aside the practices of religion, and the doubt 
was, whether he would suffer himself easily 
to be led back ; whether he would sincerely 
shake off his indifference, regulate his life, 
and, if needful, fortify his mind by a re- 
flective study of religion ? It was not with- 
out anxiety that Julia asked herself those 
questions. Prudence appeared to her to 
require that the preliminaries of their be- 
trothal should be prolonged, and that the 
young officer, whether he would or no, should 
be made to pass through a period of pro- 
bation, which would give time to reawaken 
his dormant faith, and to re-elevate his soul 
to the moral height from which it had let 
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itself glide down, through the irregularities 
attendant on a soldier's life. 

But the Countess Julia shall speak for 
herself. No page of either her journal or 
her letters gives any evidence of feverish 
sensibility, or of a sickly imagination. It 
is the Christian fiancee in the sweet purity 
of her beauty. 

" June 6th. — I have always represented to 
myself Christian marriage under the benign 
aspect given by Ary Scheffer to S. Augustine 
and his mother, in his admirable picture which 
represents them in their holy meditations by 
the sea, rising from the infinity of their 
desires to the infinity of God. Yes, they 
who under the Eye of God, hand in hand, 
uphold each other by the same practices and 
the same hopes, and who traverse thus the 
difficulties of each day and the painful 
moments of life, these are the perfect image 
of Jesus Christ and His Church. 

"July 5th.— Perhaps I understand love after 
too ideal a manner for this world. It t&&\&& 
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to me that I could only love while looking up 
to heaven, and that everything which tends to 
draw one down to earth interferes with the 
end and principle of veritable love. Oh, if 
only he could think as I do ! . . . My God, 
increase his faith, his love for You, the only 
pledges of that which I can expect from him. 
And let not his faith and love confine them- 
selves to sentiments, but urge him on to that 
solid practice without which, alas, all the rest 
serves but to our condemnation. . . . Give us 
grace to be ready to renounce all happiness 
rather than ever to lose sight of You." 

"They tell me that I cannot let you go 
away thus. Indeed, your confidence and 
affection touch me, and if I cannot yet say 
that my heart responds to them, you must 
not mind it. When I do say yes, it will be 
so entirely and so profoundly, that as yet I 
hesitate to take this great step. Pray with 
me. Nothing is sure which is not placed in 
God's hands."* 

* Nov. 16th. First letter to Henri. 
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"It is now six months since we met ; six 
months which have brought us many reflec- 
tions and serious thoughts, which have left 
you, you say, decided as on the first day, 
but which have not yet given me this decision, 
this security which I should wish to feel in 
the depths of my heart before giving you my 
answer. My nature has need to make every- 
thing pass through God's hands, and if I $m 
to be happy, or to make another happy, I 
must be able to associate with all my thoughts 
him whom God may give me as my friend 
before all others, and to count upon him to 
strengthen me with thoughts of heaven in 
times when my heart shall fail. Now all 
this is impossible unless we both share the 
same faith and the same hope. Well, I am 
going to beg you to recal the best moments 
of your childhood, isolating yourself for an 
instant from all but God, and asking yourself 
if you feel enough of faith and conviction to 
take the step which separates you from God 
andr places an abyss between our aowls^ I. 
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entreat you to let me know folly your 
thoughts with regard to this. If you find me 
exaggerated, or do not feel in yourself that 
you can satisfy that which is perhaps but a 
dream, tell me so, and forget me. From afar 
I shall pray for you, and wait in peace for 
God to do whatever He shall will with me. 
If, on the contrarv, vou answer that in the 
name of our dearest interests in this world 
and the next, I can give you my hand with 
confidence. I shall feel that I have strength 
to dispose for ever of my life." * 

" Your letter has made me happy, dear Mon- 
sieur Henri ; my father desires also to love 
you as a son. He confides to you the happi- 
ness of my life, and I, my dear Betrothed, I 
give you my hand now and for ever, because 
I have confidence that in a little time all our 
thoughts will be one, and will lead us every- 
where together." t 

" March 1st. — The union of souls cannot 
exist without the same ardour of faith. I tried 

* Letter, November 21st. f IkicL January 22nd. 
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to-day to touch this heavenly chord, but it 
gave me back no sound, and my heart shrank 
sorrowfully into itself. He loves me, and I 
can do anything with his heart, but I shall 
never reach his soul unless God will show me 
the way. my God ! sole love of my life, I 
do not ask for happiness here below ; I know 
that I ought to suffer, .... but I ask You 
not to refuse me the joy of leading back to 
You at least one soul, and to feel that I have 
caused You to be loved." 

" My dear Henri, may God bless you, and 
unite us in Him ! Do you know why there is 
always a cloud, a shade of sadness upon me ? 
It is because I had dreamed of a love which 
apparently does not exist in this world, but of 
which the ideal remains in my heart . . . Oh, 
my friend, if I could shed from my heart 
into yours one ray of faith and of the love of 
God ! If the eye of your soul gazed before all 
else upon our eternal union, my joy would 
be boundless, and I should love you as I 
have dreamed of loving ! In writm.^ t\&a> V 
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weep : my heart overflows in prayers for 
you." * 

"I have just procured ' The Art of Believing.' 
Dear friend, I know but little : my faith is 

impregnable, thanks to God alone 

Assuredly my dear, very dear friend, you 
speak to me of a 'recompense' which at- 
taches itself too closely to my sweetest hopes 
for me not to feel my heart bound with glad- 
ness ; but it is not for me that you must try 
to find this way ; no created being is worthy 
of this effort. Let the thought of my desires 
count as nothing in yours ; you require an 

end more lofty and more holy My 

dear Henri, let us pray well for each other, 
whilst we are yet two, in order that our union 
may be complete and blessed." + 

* Letter, March 8rd. f Ibid. March 18th. 




CHAPTEE VII. 

AN APOLOGY FOR CHRISTIANITY IN THE LETTERS 

OF A FIANCEE. 

S the time of engagement drew near to 
its consummation, Henri felt himself 
compelled to imitate the heroic delicacy of 
Julia, and declare to her openly that he still 
remained far from her faith, far from her 
ideal, and that perhaps their hearts would 
never attain to that degree of harmony so 
religiously desired. It appeared to him that 
he should not be fulfilling the duty of a true 
knight to dissimulate his sentiments, or to 
wait until the eve or the morrow of the mar- 
riage to make his profession of faith, if the 
term can be applied to a declaration of belief 
so incomplete and so wanting in. oxttio^Q^ ^s> 
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his. He therefore wrote plainly the state of 
the case. His letter came as a thunder-clap 
upon the religious maiden ; her grief, her 
love, and her faith found expression in admir- 
able letters, a part of which we will produce. 

" My dear Henri, — I will not reproach you, 
but if you had ten months ago confided to me 
all that you tell me to-day, I should not have 
had the strength, I say more, I should not 
for an instant have had the thought of uniting 
my lot to yours. 

" In my first intimate conversation with 
you I spoke to you of my religious sentiments, 
and of my desire that they should be fully 
shared by my husband. You remember the 
hope that you then gave me ? Little by little 
since then I have seen this hope becoming 
more vague ; but it was chiefly on questions 
of practice, or of some slight doubts concern- 
ing their necessity : this, at least, is what I 
understood. 

" But to-day, my poor friend, how can I 
express to you the grief which your letter 
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causes me ? The existence of (Jod and the 
immortality of the soul, that is all your be- 
lief ! Not one single other dogma of our holy 
religion is common to our souls ! and, I dare 
scarcely trace the words after you, you do not 
believe in the divinity of Jesus Christ ! . . . 

" These are the first tears that you have 
made me shed, Henri, but they are very 
bitter ! They teach me that I love you, and 
that I suffer cruelly to see you so far from the 
splendours of the faith, our only strength 
here below: or do they come from my love 
for the crucified God, in Whose precious Blood 
you have no faith ? I know not ; but I have 
not the strength to hide from you either my 
grief or the discouragement which has taken 
possession of me. . . . 

" my friend ! I believe in the divinity of 
Christ as I believe in my own existence ; and, 
thank God, my reason leads me to the same 
conclusion. If Christ is not God, what is He 
but an impostor ? There is no other choice ; 
and the whole gospel is then but *> t\^\v& <& 
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lies. The marvels produced by Christianity 
alone rest upon a monstrous error ; and God, 
having no means but evil by which to arrive 
at good, ceases to be holy, just, and true, and 
is consequently nothing ! This is the only logic 
that my reason will admit ; the rest humiliates 
and wounds it in all its notions of truth. 

" ' Socrates and you believe the same ! ' 
But Socrates, who perhaps was humble, had 
never read the gospel, nor had the chance of 
appreciating the divine splendour of its doc- 
trine; and though his reason had not been 
able to lead him further, it had sufficed at 
least to show him that he knew nothing. Of 
what use to you then are all the great intel- 
lects which, since the foundation of Chris- 
tianity, have confirmed its truth by the 
testimony of their learning and understand- 
ing ? Is your reason above theirs ? 

" Pardon me, my dear Henri, if I speak to 
you in this way. You believed, and you have 
ceased to believe ! The darkness iji which 
you now find yourself is the chastisement of 
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your carelessness, your indifference, and per- 
haps of your human respect of former years. 
Believe me, do not let your reason alone 
interest itself in the matter, but your heart 
also. Attach it to the pursuit of truth, not 
to satisfy the pride of learning, but to arrive 
at the accomplishment of what God wills of 
you here on earth. 

" And then, do not imagine that the mil- 
lions of Catholics by whose presence the 
world is honoured are Catholics without know- 
ing why. Do you believe that that civilisa- 
tion, which the only true Christianity has 
produced, has gone on without the agreement 
of reason and faith ? No ! This ' progress,' 
of which there is so much said now-a-days, 
and which only began with the gospel, comes 
to a standstill without it. 

" Alas! time presses, and I must quit you. 
If I have exaggerated the sense of your letter, 
only tell me so, and great will be my joy."* 

" Dear Friend, — I fear lest my letter of 

* March 20th. 
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yesterday may have given you pain. I feel 
these things so keenly, — things which to me 
attack the foundation of happiness, — that 
perhaps I expressed myself in such a manner 
as to give you the impression that I wished to 
have done with you. Drive away this thought, 
I entreat you, if you had it ; but do not think 
me exaggerated in attaching so much import- 
ance to that which is, after all, the sole affair 
of our life. I pray for you with all my soul, 
and I only ask of you one thing, dear friend : 
it is that you will quit the path of indifference, 
which, in matters of religion, is the most 
dangerous of all. A thousand circumstances 
may arise to serve as an excuse to doubt, but 
indifference is always culpable."* 

" March 1st. — Why do I decide ? Because 
one ought in this world to be useful to some- 
body, and good for something." 

" I know too well, dear friend, that a great 
many Christians are so only in name. The 
little time and attention given in the lycees 

* Letter, March 21st. 
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and universities now to religious teaching is 
the great cause of this indifference.. Many- 
young men also adopt the plan of setting 
themselves up as critics, and affecting to de- 
spise our holy belief. All that may be 
summed up in two words — religious igno- 
rance. 

"But, my dear friend, I am no longer a 
child; I am twenty- five years old; I have 
seen pretty much of the world ; and you will 
not rob me of the consoling conviction that 
there are very many well-instructed, practical, 
and sincere Catholics, and also I know that 
the number of these is daily increasing. The 
regiments and the young men of the schools 
enter into the first category of which I spoke 
just now, but there is no need to seek among 
exceptional natures to find true Catholics. 
Do you know that at Notre Dame alone, eight 
thousand men fulfilled their Easter duties 
last year, after following the retreat given by 
Father Felix? Do you know that there is 
not one small town in France which has not 

6 
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its Society of S. Vincent de Paul, composed 
of fervent Catholics, who themselves visit the 
poor ? 

"But nothing in the world is easier than 
to make one's self well acquainted with the 
truths of our holy religion, and, believe me, 
it has no fear of investigation ; everything in 
it is clear, logical, and certain. Strengthen 
your belief; nothing can be better; an en- 
lightened faith is surely the best of all. 

" As to human respect, I have never under- 
stood what it means. To declare openly what 
one is, has always appeared to me quite 
natural, and to take part with the attacked 
against the aggressor seems to me glorious. 

"Women are no doubt more religious than 
men. Besides that they possess a more in- 
terior spirit, their education allots more time 
to the study of religion ; and then they occupy 
themselves more than men in searching after 
an ideal, and it follows as a natural conse- 
quence that they end by seeking it only in 
God. They have not the same amount of 
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necessary outward distractions as men, and 
feel much more the need of Divine consola- 
tions. All this is true, but I find that man 
has yet more need than woman of some 
restraining and supporting power ; he has 
more dangers, more temptations await him 
in life ; and his religious convictions ought to 
be proportionably more solid, from the fact 
that they are more rarely accompanied by the 
sentiment of devotion which animates woman. 
"In any case, your conclusion is good. 
Study seriously and sincerely, and as a begin- 
ning, it will be easy to convince yourself that 
error cannot be a ' shade ' of truth, any more 
than evil is a ' shade ' of good. Now as 
there are many cases in which, for example, 
Protestantism says no and the Catholic 
Church yes, the one must be false and the 
other true." * 

* Letter, March 25th, 1866. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE SACRAMENT OP MARRIAGE. 

j*0 lead men back to faith and duty, and 
to save their soul, discourses are in- 
sufficient of themselves, however attractive 
and conclusive they may be : prayers and 
tears, and the anguish of sacrifice, these, too, 
are needed. There was in the heart of Julia 
a great power of suffering as well as of loving, 
and God had endowed her with the science of 
sacrifice. A fervent Christian, and under- 
standing the fruitfulness of suffering, she 
added to involuntary trials those offered of 
free will. 

A note signed by one of her directors lets 
us into one of these secrets of her magnani- 
mous heart. 
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" I do not approve/' he writes, " of what 

you have done for your niece. Do not repeat 

similar offerings without my formal author- 
ization." * 

On opening her journal at the same date, 
we read : "Our dear little Anne is ill, and we 
are in the utmost anxiety on her account. 
My God, hear my prayer ! If corporal suffer- 
ings are not opposed to Your designs in my 
regard, strike me, Lord, and spare this child. 
Preserve her to her beloved parents, and 
renew not their past sorrows." 

Thanks to these indications, we can well 
imagine in what spirit the Countess Adelstan 
passed the time of the retreat by which she 
prepared herself for her marriage. 

"April 3rd. — My sadness has communi- 
cated itself to him; for in quitting us he 
said to me, 'I never felt before as I am feel- 
ing this evening.' 

"April 4th. — Pere Olivant. 'It is the 
Lord, and Peter cast himself into the water. 

April 26th, 1866. 
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Lovest thou me, more than these ? Lord, thou 
knowest all things : thou knowest that I love 
thee. 9 

" During this time he was with the Father. 
How I prayed for him ! " 

"April 5th (noon). — A profound sadness 
presses down my heart; a sort of desola- 
tion overwhelms me. But a soul is worth far 
greater sacrifices than these; and what is 
a heart which suffers, compared with the 
worth of a soul which perhaps is being en- 
lightened? 

" April 6th. — The blessed moment then is 
come, my God .... My suffering is 
nothing, since there remains to me the ex- 
ceeding joy that it has, it may be, led back 
to You a soul worthy of Your mercy. My 
heart is overflowing with gratitude and love. 
Behold the benediction which completes Your 
favours, and confirms to me Your will. 

" April 1th (11 p.m.) — It is then to-morrow, 
my God, that You will bless our union. 
My soul springs upward to You, whom I love 
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above all beside. . . Grant that we may go to 
You the one by the other, that earth may 
never be sufficient to our hearts, and that our 
joys may never be unworthy of You ! . . . 'In 
manus tuas commendo spiritum meum.' Oh, 
Mary, my Mother, pray for me ; and you also, 
dearest mother, watch always over your 
child ! " 

Marriage. — Paris, April 8th. Extract from 

the allocution of Mgr. . " God be praised ! 

It is given me to-day to bless a Christian mar- 
riage. I know what pure and noble aspirations 
have drawn your hearts together. I know 
that in coming to ask of God the solenln con- 
secration of the love which unites you, the 
one and the other of you bring sentiments of 
Christian faith and piety. ... I know that, 
deeply penetrated with the divine teaching of 
the Catholic Church, you have prepared your 
souls, as it becomes fervent Christians, by 
penitence and prayer, to receive the graces of 
which this sacrament is the source. ,, 

" Easter Day, 21st April. — I am about to 



72 Life of the Countess Adelstan. 

go to S. Clotilde with my beloved wife : our 
souls will at the Holy Table be indissolubly 
united. ... f 

" Joy, calm and profound. In coming out 
of the church, my beloved one said to me, 
' It is now, dearest, that I love you. as I have 
dreamed of loving.' I shall never forget 
that." * 

"Alleluia! with all the strength of my 
soul, for the mercy which God has shown us. 
Alleluia ! with all the power of my will, in 
order that God may give one aim to our 
efforts. Alleluia! with all the faculties of 
my mind, which may God ever enlighten 
according to His designs. Love of God, take 
possession of our hearts, which offer them- 
selves to you. 'If you then are risen with 
Christ, seek those things which are above/ 
&c. There is light, consolation, and strength. 
life of faith ! Alleluia ! " t 

* From the note-book of Henri, 
f Journal of Julia. 
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POETRY IN REAL LIFE. 
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T is one of the crimes of mischievous 



literature that it gives the idea, especially 
to women, that a regular and orderly life is 
destitute of poetry, while a life of passion or 
irregular sentimentality is full of indefinable 
enchantments and radiant intoxication.' How 
ever little a wife may have to suffer from her 
husband's imperfections, still, if she has 
given way to the evil influences of this 
mental poison, she will groan over the austere 
monotony of the path of duty, and sigh for 
exciting and agitating pleasures, until, some 
day, the unchecked, unhealthy craving, will 
betray her to her ruin. 
Parisian life had revealed to the youn^ 
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Countess that which in the manners of the 
present time threatens and impairs the sacred 
character of marriage. " Sale, purchase, 
bargain, contract; this is marriage now-a- 
days. It is a purse, not a wife, that is sought. 
Formerly a man made use of his eyes and of 
his heart in making his choice of a companion, 
but now all the aid he asks in the matter is 
calculation and a pair of scales ; the dowry is 
everything, the lady herself, nothing. What 
is it that, in this ugly world, they call love, 
friendship, affection ? When it is not an ad- 
dition sum, it is a grimace. Real feeling finds 
itself unmatched, as it were; devotedness, a 
true knight of the woful countenance, and 
so old, that he is at the point of death. . . . 
Is it likely that happiness can be met with in 
households where the thoughts of the one 
find no sympathetic echo with the other? 
And then, what thorns spring up, and what 
dangers surround ! With religion and affec- 
tion, the mutual asperities wear away in time, 
thanks to the continual rubbing of daily life. 
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But what regrets and disillusion in an abso- 
lute incompatibility of feelings and ideas, and 
what terrible anguish in the fear that what 
has been united on earth may be for ever 
separated in the world to come!"* 

Julia had thus never thought of marriage 
otherwise than as an alliance in which both 
parties give themselves to each other with an 
undivided love and with an irreproachable 
virtue. As soon, therefore, as her Henry was 
her own, she lavished upon him all the riches 
of her heart and mind, as well as all the 
fortune of her life. 

" Listen : we must bring together for this 
journey all that we have of youth and poetry 
and delight, that we may enjoy it without any 
hindrance, and always think of it afterwards 
with pleasure. At this price I will be after- 
wards as domestic (aussi pot-au-feu) as you 
like. Is it agreed ? " t 

* Journal, in 1860, 1865, and 1866. 
f 15th March, 1867. 
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great charm in their life together, to which 
Julia contributed so much good taste as well 
as affection. " What a happiness it is," she 
writes, " that Henri and I have so little taste 
for the world ! We infinitely prefer our dear 
evenings together, tete-a-tete, with a book, or 
quarrelling over a game of chess." 

When the Countess and her husband were 
separated by the exigencies of military service, 
they exchanged in writing their literary im- 
pressions, sending each other passages from 
the books they were reading, or discussing the 
works themselves. 

" It was a little surprise that I contrived 
for you, dearest, to write to you thus by the 
two postmen. My sister S. did not return 
until after eleven o'clock : she kissed me from 
you, and told me how melancholy you were. 
Here then is something which I lately read, 
I forget where. 'There is a salutary sad- 
ness, which disenchants one from everything 
below which does not partake of immensity 
and infinity. This sadness, which is that of 
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the saints, does not depress, because the soul 
which is visited by it desires to render itself 
worthy of the sole object capable of satisfying 
it.' I permit you to have then this sadness, 
but not that which gives discouragement. 
It is already a great grace to be able to weep 
for a beloved absent one : how many sorrow- 
ful hearts have not even this consolation ! 

" I do the best I can to be reasonable in 
thinking of you. It is very difficult not to 
weep. How hard a thing absence is — your 
absence. However, whatever God shall will, 
this is the law we love. After you were gone, 
I read, as you advised me, a little of the 
' Imitation.' 

"You are perfectly right: Christian women 
who desire to do good in the world ought to 
make themselves as agreeable as. possible, in 
order to give an attraction to virtue. Those 
who by devotion affect a too great negligence 
of themselves, do not understand the matter 
rightly, and make people afraid of them in- 
stead of being attractive." 
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Henri to Julia (while on guard). 

" Good day, my dearest. I send you some- 
thing that I read yesterday in Fenelon. . . . 
Your sufferings, my dearest, only draw more 
closely, if possible, the indissoluble bonds 
which unite me to you. There is a knot which 
the valiant sword of Alexander the Great 
could never have severed. Have you slept 
well ? In a few hours I shall be with you." 

Henri was not always, as one may well 
believe, plunged in books of devotion, in S. 
Francjois de Sales and Fenelon. The sensible 
fervour of the neophyte was not his habitual 
state. It sometimes happened that he would 
treat himself to those which did not meet with 
Julia's approbation. "I forbid you," she 
one day writes, "to regret your book upon 
solitude (Zimmermann), and look forward 
to burning it when I arrive. Drive away 
gloomy ideas by reading something better 
than this hollow German philosophy, which 
would only make a greater emptiness in your 
mind. Here is a little sermon, you see, which 
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will do you no harm, if only you will profit by 
it. You must not be surprised if I now and 
then take the tone of a confessor towards you. 
It is not for nothing that I am your wife, not 
only in reality, but in spirit and truth, your 
wife before God, and who consequently has to 
answer for your soul as for her own." 

Another time Henri set himself to read 
Thierry's " Conquete de TAngleterre par les 
Normands," and the errors of this historian 
had bewildered him until he knew not how to 
unravel the true from the false. 

"Your letter on the Norman Invasion," 
Julia writes, "has much interested and also 
saddened me. But, my dearest, the scandals 
given by the human element in the Church 
only show forth her vitality with the stronger 
evidence. Now, see here, her doctrine has 
always remained pure and intact, notwith- 
standing the disorders of those who have held 
it ; and the clergy itself, has it not again and 
again roused itself, and gloriously shaken off 
the scandals which had corrupted it, andri&ea. 

7 
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more pure than ever ! You mast not forget 
that even when the Lord Jesus was present 
with them, one of the apostles betrayed and 
another denied Him ; and that for the latter 
He had always words of tenderness and of 
preference. That to this same Peter, notwith- 
standing his sin and his imperfections, He gave 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven. He was 
therefore fully aware that the sacred deposit of 
the Faith would not always be in pure hands." 
The friendly discussions of the husband 
and wife extended also to politics. Who can 
escape them, now-a-days? Julia had her 
own decided opinions, and more than that, 
knew how to defend them. "I am delighted," 
she wrote joyfully a few days before her mar- 
riage, "to find that you have a passion for 
politics : it will be a splendid resource for our 
disputes. what pleasure I promise myself 
in life ! " — This is the only time in which the 
word pleasure escapes the pen of Julia. — "I 
pray you then, my dear fiance, to tell me by 
return of post what you think of capital 
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punishment ? Meanwhile, I am yours till 
death." All her comments upon what she 
read denote a rare independence of mind, and 
the gift of unusual discernment. 

The living conscience of her husband, the 
Countess Adelstan often repeated to him that 
the great joy of her love was that she could 
be proud of it before men as well as thankful 
for it to God. " My God," she writes, "lam 
united to this soul. Grant that I may not be 
unworthy to be for it the instrument of Your 
designs. Give me grace, Lord, to love it more 
than anything in this world, but grant also 
that I may have no more joy in it on earth, 
unless I may love it also through eternity." 

This question of human love in eternity 
was discussed in the letters of the husband 
and wife. Henri asks his dear theologian 
what sense and scope is to be given to the 
expression " for ever," so frequent in the 
effusions of conjugal love. She answers : — 
" An abyss of love, a superabundance of life, 
an ocean of light, it is thus that I represent 
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to myself heaven ; and all this coming to 
us, not from purified creatures like our- 
selves, but directly from God Himself. Only 
I am sure that souls who are faithful upon 
earth to the true vocation of love will be 
able to share their happiness in common, 
and by this means to multiply it eternally. 
Do I make clear my meaning. Ah, I feel 
it so well ! . . . . Would you like to have ' 
fully my thoughts about it ? I love you 
tenderly, but if the only end and occupation 
of my eternity were to .love you, a created 
being like myself, I should not find that 
this happiness would be worth the trouble 
of living and suffering. There is something 
within us of the infinite, to which the in- 
finite only can suffice."* 

" You pain me when you say that y6u 
should not care for heaven if I were not 
there. My poor dear one, how can you know 
yourself so little? Heaven is happiness so 
complete that the absence of those we have 

"' June 17th, 1867. 
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■ 

loved the most will be unperceived. You see 
plainly that your theory is false. Admitted, 
that as long as we live together upon earth 
we love each other tenderly in God. You 
depart first, you pass through Purgatory 
(that is certain, and for me also), and then 
you have heaven for your portion. While 
waiting on high for me, your happiness will 
be the same as a thousand years afterwards ; 
and if I should have the misfortune to lose 
my soul, it will neither be increased nor di- 
minished, since you will have had nothing 
to do with my condemnation. Thus the 
happiness of heaven is solely a Diyine happi- 
ness, which souls united by the purest bonds 
of love will communicate to each other. God 
will give you grace, my dearest, to thrill 
at the very name of heaven, apart from any 
human remembrance. Meanwhile, let us en- 
joy all that the goodness of God has bestowed 
upon us. Love will make smooth for us the 
way of salvation, which we will climb to- 
gether in the very best way we can,"* 

* June 21st, 1S61. 
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SOME ATTEMPTS AT MATERNAL LITERATURE. 

UBLIME and sacred honour of ma- 
ternity," wrote one day the Countess 
Adelstan ; " where is the wife who does not 
feel her inmost being thrill at the thought 
of it ! To be a mother ennobles woman ; 
she seems more certain to secure her own 
salvation who gives a soul to heaven. And 
for the father also, what facilities towards 
the same end ! .... To distil little by little 
into innocent souls the honey of divine love, 
which, later, will become fire and action; 
to watch the growth of these dear little ones, 
and to feel one's self grow in them ; to im- 
pregnate them with one's own thoughts and 
feelings and faith; to feel one's self live 
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again for eternity, to be the point of depar- 
ture of a long generation of elect : this is 
the priesthood of Christian parents." The 
pious Countess therefore could not repress a 
cry of sorrow on the day when her cherished 
dream of maternity vanished. "Wherefore, 
my God, is my hope broken down ? — that 
hope which would have increased to me a 
hundred-fold the interests of this poor life 
and the happiness of the next ! But may 
Your holy Will be done ; and grant that this 
complaint of my heart may not be an of- 
fence." 

Some months after her marriage, Julia 
had first become aware of the commence- 
ment of an affection of the spine, which, 
during the last three years of her life, caused 
her terrible suffering. Daily she entreated 
our Lord to render her " worthy of the bene- 
fits of pain ; " but now and then she would 
exclaim, "Must it then be for life? What 
have I done?" — always, however, ending 
by an act of submission to the will of God. 
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During the time that she entertained the- 
hope of becoming a mother, she drew up a 
plan of education fpr the benefit of the little 
daughter to whose arrival she looked for- 
ward, — the "little Jeanne," who might be 
any child brought up according to the ideas 
expressed in this writing. Not that the 
Countess had invented a new theory of edu- 
cation for young girls, new theories on the 
subject being rather the property of persons 
like M. Duruy. For a young girl there is 
no education without religion, a careful in- 
struction in her catechism, and a solid piety. 
Education is, before all else, the work of the 
mother, whose heart ought to contain an 
inexhaustible fund of practical intelligence 
and piety. In the second education, when 
the mother cannot undertake it, she should 
seek assistance only from those who are 
capable of curbing the imagination, regu- 
lating the heart, and directing the mind, 
with delicacy and discretion. 

We will here insert an essay of the Coun- 
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tess, written in the form of a letter from one 
friend to another, and which was honoured 
by the approval of Mgr. the Bishop of 
Orleans. " I have received your little manu- 
script/ ' he writes, " and find it to contain 
excellent things. If any more such occur 
to you, I beg you always to send me them." 
It will be perceived that the education of 
young people of the upper classes only of 
society is referred to in these pages. 

"Dear Friend, — Your letter touches me more 
than I can say, addressing itself, as it does, 
to my habitual thoughts and especial anxie- 
ties ; but, must I confess it ? I could not 
read it without some tears ; for paiilful as it 
is to acknowledge it, the fact is that I am not 
the happy mother that you imagine ! . . Not 
that my poor Jeanne is less pious, less docile, 
or less loving than many other young girls, 
with respect to whom maternal affection ap- 
pears well satisfied ; but I had dreamed of so 
much for her, that to see her now, so like 
most of her companions, is exactly that which 
troubles me. 
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"Are you not struck, dear friend, with the 
insignificance of women in general ; with the 
emptiness of their understanding, and there- 
fore, also, with the uselessness of their life ? 
How many do you know who are at the same 
time solid and agreeable ? And yet how 
many excellent natural qualities do they not 
possess ! I see that in my daughter. She 
possesses delicacy of mind, with an intui- 
tive sense of all that is beautiful and good, 
while in her heart I perceive all the sensitive- 
ness as well as all the strength of self-devo- 
tion. And what then is wanting ? you will 
ask me, and in what are you disappointed? 
Alas ! I fear for the future, because I do not 
discover in her the solidity of mind and of 
judgment without which there is no security 
for anything. 

" My unsettled life was an inevitable hind- 
rance to the regularity of her studies, and for 
this reason solely I placed her at school, thus 
depriving myself of the happiness of fulfilling 
the sweetest of duties. Only possessing her 
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during the vacations, full of the enjoyment of 
seeing her, and, besides, always hoping for 
further progress, I had attached but little im- 
portance to that which now so painfully 
strikes me. Behold her now, at eighteen 
years of age, after six years at a boarding- 
school, pious rather from instinct than con- 
viction; ready to make herself an apostle of 
the world, but incapable of reasoning upon a 
single religious truth ; never idle, but without 
any regular and serious occupation; possessing 
a vague and superficial idea of almost every 
science ; having learnt an immense number of 
things which she has not retained, and in- 
capable, for example, of forming a healthy 
judgment upon any character or historical 
fact ; in a word, without the knowledge or 
habit of reasoning, and liable to be led away 
by any mental impulse; moreover, persuaded 
above everything that she has ' finished her 
education/ and repelling, with a sort of horror^ 
whatever reminds her of study. You see now 
how matters are. I do not pretend to say 
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that I should have succeeded better ; it is not 
sufficient to love and to will, in order to put into 
these dear young creatures all that one desires 
to see in them, and in which, alas, we are 
often lacking ourselves. Besides, Jeanne 
was very difficult to manage, and her cha- 
racter has certainly gained more in the daily 
friction with other natures than it could have 
done in a constant tete-a-tete with me. I do 
not therefore distress myself with vain regrets 
on the matter, and in any case, the experience 
would have arrived too late ; for I begin to 
suspect that the truest and best method of 
female education is not that which is generally 
adopted in the present day. Those women 
who rise above the ordinary level, are either 
superior by nature, or else have met with 
some unusual assistance or stimulant. 

" I think I have discovered the cause of this 
too general defect; and the remedy appears 
not far to seek, though I do not yet per- 
ceive it distinctly. You must help me, dear 
friend, and allow us to share in common my 
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regrets and your hopes. Your daughters are 
very young, and no social exigency will de- 
prive you of the happiness of bringing them 
up yourself. You have, therefore, time to 
reflect in God's sight, to pray much, to ques- 
tion your own recollections, and to assume, in 
accordance with their incipient dispositions, 
what means will be best for the success of the 
principal work of your life. For my part, 
taking one thing with another, it seems to 
me that either too much is taught or too 
little, but neither little or much is taught 
well. Firstly, the studies are not so arranged 
as to form a living whole, substantial and im- 
pressive, which takes possession of the under- 
standing, and there remains. Secondly, what- 
ever in the subject of instruction is indispen- 
sable or important, is not made sufficiently 
distinct from that which is accessory, nor 
does it receive sufficient time and attention. 
Thirdly, the letter is taught, but not the 
spirit ; neither the causes nor the results are 
sought for ; and instruction is given in theo- 
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retical but not in practical philosophy, and 
the application of the reasoning powers. 
Fourthly, and this is the most vexatious 
point of all, the studies are not presented in 
a sufficiently interesting form to develop the 
love of work. 

" All this, in my humble opinion, is indis- 
putable ; and the remedy would be easy if 
one had merely to write in the positive that 
which is here in the negative. But it is truly 
the case in this instance that, ' La critique est 
aisee, et Tart est difficile,' for, in fact, the 
question may be put thus : — How find the 
means of teaching grammar, arithmetic, his- 
troy, geography, literature, and philosophy, to 
young girls, in such a manner as that their 
knowledge shall form a solid whole, and that 

there shall remain to them a love of study ? 
" I leave grammar aside ; the teaching of 

it is invariable, and women in general speak 

and write their language correctly. The 

same for arithmetic ; no mother of the present 

day forgets to teach it to her daughter, and we 
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have not ordinarily any need to know more 
than the four first rules and the metric system. 
If it is sometimes needful, and provided that 
the head will carry it, it is well to go on to 
the roots, and even to learn some simple 
principles of geometry; also, by way of re- 
creation, the first elements of the natural 
sciences. 

" The best plan of studying history, and 
to reason from it, has been traced with a mas- 
terly hand by Bossuet, in the introduction to 
his admirable 'Discours sur l'Histoire Uni- 
verselle.' All might be quoted, but I only 
send you some passages in which, addressing 
his august pupil, he says, ' It has been neces- 
sary, before all else, to cause you to read in 
the Scriptures the history of the people of God, 
which makes the foundation of religion. You 
have not been left in ignorance of the histories 
of Greece or of Eome ; and what was of still 
greater importance, you have been shown 
with care the history of this great kingdom, 
which it is for you to render happy. But lest 
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these histories, and those which you have yet 
to learn, should become confused together in 
your mind, nothing is more necessary than to 
represent to yourself distinctly, but in brief, 
all the successive ages. . . . Thus, particular 
histories represent the succession of events 
which have happened to a people in all their 
detail ; but in order to understand the whole, 
you must know the connection which each 
history has with the rest, as it is shown in 
an abridgment, where one sees, as at a 
glance, the whole order of time. Such an 
abridgment, Monseigneur, opens before you 
a grand spectacle. You behold all the cen- 
turies of the past unfold themselves, as it 
were, in the course of a few hours, before 
you ; you see the succession of empires, and 
how religion, in its different conditions, main- 
tains itself equally from the beginning of the 
world down to our own time.' Thus the 
abridgment of universal history; then, with 
some details, ancient history, the history of 
the middle ages, and modern history ; after- 
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wards, with still fuller details, the history of 
France,* to which it would be well to join 
that of England, which is so frequently con- 
nected with our own. But I set aside en- 
tirely the other particular histories which 
are found in almost all programmes of edu- 
cation ; for it is not a question of learning 
very much, but of learning welly and preparing 
a good soil for the studies of the future. I 
should therefore confine myself to distinguish 
clearly the place of each nation in the general 
plan, and its relations with my own country, 
with which I should principally occupy myself. 
In the same manner with the history of the 
Church. Learn the general outline of facts, 
and then the details of each successive epoch, 
going back over the whole in the process of 
reasoning, with the gaze fixed on the hand of 
God, which is visible to the eye of faith, and 
on the throne of Peter, always steadfast, not- 
withstanding the vicissitudes of empires and 
of dynasties. 

* That is to say, of one's own country, whatever it 
may be. 8 
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"Geography is an appendix to history. 
The two studies ought to go together. 

" For literature I should follow the same 
programme. I should let the literature of 
ancient, mediaeval, or of modern times, be 
studied side by side with the epoch of history 
which I might be teaching. Then, with de- 
tails, that of our own country; and, lastly, 
I should close with a general resume, espe- 
cially noticing those writers who had formed 
a school, and the causes which had permitted 
their genius to develop and bear fruit in the 
future. . . . 

"There only remains now to consider the 
crown of completed studies, philosophy and 
its history. This history, the most attractive 
of all, since it relates the progress of human 
thought, cannot be approached until the judg- 
ment of the pupil is sufficiently formed 
and developed. It is then the time to make 
her briefly acquainted with the life and works 
of the most illustrious philosophers that 
mankind can boast. I say the same with 
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regard to philosophy itself: the practical 
knowledge of it ought to precede its study as 
a theory, since no one can understand any- 
thing of it who has not had a long use of 
reason. Seasoning ought, in fact, to be 
applied to every study, by the intelligence of 
the teacher, being the very corner-stone of 
education. To heap confusedly on one an- 
other, facts, names, and dates, in the head 
of a child, is to secure that she shall forget 
them all to-morrow ; besides which, you cause 
her only weariness and disgust of work. But 
give body, form, and substance to her studies, 
by a wise unity in the details; give life 
to this body by the predominate idea with 
which you will inspire it ; accustom the child 
to seek for herself causes and their effects, to 
draw her inferences from a point of view 
determined beforehand; put into her hand, as 
Bossuet expresses it, the thread of the affairs 
of the universe, and you render all things 
more clear and evident to her by their mutual 

relations; and her imagination, aroused by 

8* 
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reason, attaches her to them with a powerful 
interest. 

" I have said that it is necessary to have one 
single and fixed principle for the foundation 
of all our judgments, and this principle seems 
to me to be, properly, the progress towards 
God by everything which helps us nearer to 
His perfection : all that is true, beautiful, and 
good. It is thus that, in judging history, one 
must see in events and in men the agency of 
progress or of decay, which they have either 
brought on insensibly, or have directly caused, 
in the religious, moral, political, or material 
life of a people. Then, turning over the page, 
one may consider their influence over arts 
and letters, for everything holds together in 
the moral world, and philosophy is only the 
science of sciences, because it teaches the 
intimate relation of all things to one another. 
And what study is more interesting? To 
show the finger of God, which is evident always 
and everywhere; the Christian religion vic- 
torious oyer every obstacle, the origin of pro- 
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gress and of all civilization; events all tend- 
ing to the same providential end, the reign 
of Jesus Christ; the gospel threatenings or 
promises never failing in their accomplish- 
ment ; unbelief and corruption leading inevit- 
ably to the downfall of empires, as well as 
also to the decay of learning and the arts : in 
a word, to teach the philosophy of history, 
better suited than any other study to fortify 
the soul, elevate the mind, and enlarge our 
horizons. 

"I have, alas, very ill expressed that which 
I wish to say. Help me, dear friend, with 
your ideas, and by our prayers let us obtain 
for those who are more worthy of it the light 
which we seek in vain." * 

* June, 1868. 



CHAPTER XII. 

THE SUPERNATURAL LIFE IN MARRIAGE. 

j$Sf ADAME LA BARONNE DE STAEL 
q\J& could not contain her admiration one 
day when she had heard the words of the nup- 
tial benediction. A gentleman in her presence 
happened in conversation to allude to the 
beauty of the prayers in the Mass for the 
newly married, and then recited the following 
inspired page of our Liturgy. 

" God, Who by the power of Thy might 
didst make all things of nothing, and having 
ordered the beginning of the universe, and 
made man in the image of God, didst so pro- 
vide for him the inseparable aid of woman, as 
to give to the body of woman its beginning 
from the flesh of the man, teaching us that 
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what it pleased Thee to form from one, it 
should never he lawful to disjoin : God, 
Who hast consecrated the conjugal union hy 
so excellent a mystery, as to represent the 
Sacrament of Christ and the Church hy the 
nuptial contract : God, by Whom woman is 
united with man, and that alliance, ordained 
in the beginning, is endowed with that blessing 
which alone was not taken away either by the 
punishment of original sin, nor by the sen- 
tence of the deluge ; look down favourably 
upon this Thy handmaid, who being now to 
be joined in holy matrimony, seeks to be de- 
fended by Thy protection. May there be upon 
her a yoke of charity and peace ; faithful and 
chaste, may she marry in Christ, and be an 
imitator of holy women. May she be pleasing 
to her husband, like Eachel; prudent, like 
Eebecca ; long-lived and faithful, like Sarah. 
May the author of sin have no share in any 
of her actions. May she remain constant to 
the faith and commandments : united to one, 
may she avoid all unlawful connection. May 



104 Life of the Countess Adelstan. 

she protect her weakness by the strength of 
discipline. May she be grave in bashfulness, 
venerable in modesty, instructed in heavenly 
doctrine. May she be fruitful in offspring, 
approved and innocent ; and may she arrive 
at the rest of the blessed in the heavenly 
kingdom : and may they both see their chil- 
dren's children, even to the third and fourth 
generation, and arrive at their desired old 
age." 

Our Holy Father, Pius IX., has recently 
repeated to a deputation of ladies that which 
he has often said before, namely : " Women 
have the power of greatly benefiting society, 
and a wise and pious woman is worth more 
than great treasure. In my office of Vicar of 
Jesus Christ, I have the right to make use of 
His words. Father, preserve them from all 
evil, protect them from the perfidious snares 
of the wicked. 'Pater sancte, serve eas in 
Nomine Tuo.' " 

We know already with what lofty views the 
Countess Adelstan regarded the duty of 
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women, and how she herself fulfilled her 
vocation with regard to him who was so 
happy as to be her husband. 

" To consider the image of God in a soul, 
and to attach one's self to this image; to 
labour day by day to help it more and more 
towards perfection, that one may attach one's 
self always more and more : this is love ! " * 

"If you only knew, dearest, how the 
thought of your soul is unceasingly present 
with me ! God is my witness that, without 
you, life would be a desert and a void for 
me ; but your soul is so much dearer to me 
than your life, that I could not express to you 
all that I feel about it. 

" You ask me what I mean by saying that 
I love your soul more than your life. Well, 
I often think that I shall sleep in peace 
in God, when I have to quit this world, 
if I do not leave you behind me. Not that 
I think myself necessary for your salva- 
tion ; God forbid that I should have such a 

* Journal. 
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thought ! But, nevertheless, God has made 
use of me, unworthy as I am, to lead you 
back and keep you safe by Him ; and I feel 
plainly that, if I were to leave you, life 
would be full of perils and trials for you; 
and therefore, however great my grief would 
be if I had to close your eyes, still, to see 
you die a holy death, to know that your be- 
loved soul was in the bosom of God, safe 
from all harm, would be a joy so intense, so 
Divine, that my grief would have no bitter- 
ness. It would seem as if a little corner of 
heaven had opened for me, and that some- 
thing of my own being participated in your 
felicity, in spite of the anguish of absence. 
But God knows what He does ! I have suf- 
fered for your soul; He has died for it. 
Thus I give you into His holy keeping, as 
I give up myself to Him, assured that He 
will reunite us on high, whatever means He 
may make use of to draw us thither. . . . 

" Good Friday, 1870. — I have received 
this morning the welcome letter in which 
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you speak to me so well of your desire to 
love God. 'Ah, if only I loved Him/ you 
say, ' as you love Him, I should he no longer 
anxious.' But is it not always the same 
love? for love cannot come hut from God. 
That which you love in me most of all is 
my undying soul. You would rather choose 
to see me die than see me lose my soul : then 
you love God in me ; . . . and, consequently, 
the more you love me thus, the nearer you 
approach to the love of God. ... To desire 
to love Him, is much already ; for it is He 
who has said, ' Peace to men of good will.' "* 
The pious Countess did not let the " good 
will " of her hushand languish for want of 
encouragement. God had put in his heart 
a sincere desire to go to Him freely and 
generously, and to render an account to him- 
self of the proofs of the faith, and also of 
the difficulties which might disturh his ideas ; 
for although the great points of revelation 
had again hecome luminous to him, ohjec- 

* Extracts from letters. 
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CHAPTEE XIII. 

VIRTUE AND FAITH PROTECTED AGAINST 

TEMPTATION. 

mRHE Church requires that she who would 
(^ imitate the holy women, should remain 
at all costs firm in the faith and in the ob- 
servance of the Divine precepts : Nexa fidei 
mandatisque permaneat. The life of Julia, 
much more than her correspondence, was 
a perpetual and eloquent sermon in itself. 
Everywhere, even in the midst of the army, 
she knew how to make the presence of God 
to be felt. Her countenance and expression 
alone, according to the testimony of a colonel, 
were an invitation to virtue. The army is 
the school of courage, but much more so 
against the enemies of the country than 
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against the enemies of God and of salva- 
tion. The brave wife of Henri inspired him 
with enough Christian couragfc to vanquish 
scandal, to brave sarcasm, and publicly 
to profess his faith. " Indifference," she 
writes to him, " is, you see, even more to 
be dreaded than human respect ; for he 
who, from motives of human respect, is 
false to his conscience, does not however 
by that means extinguish it. Still I can 
understand, dearest, that a military man, 
or any other engaged in a community of 
life with those who do not possess his 
belief, may be tempted to human respect 
in the present day, when men who do 
not practise any religion think to justify 
themselves by laughing at those who do. 
Only, if one reflected that in the depth of 
their souls these same men find him who 
is afraid of their derision much more con- 
temptible still, and that in fact they mock 
at others to deceive themselves, few would 
be found who would sacrifice their highest 
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interests from a fear of lying criticisms. 
I think, also, that it is one of those beasts 
which it is best to take by the horns, and that 
a serious act against human respect would 
free the soul from it for a long time. It 
would doubtless be more agreeable to live 
in the midst of those who honour religion, 
but I return to the burden of my song; 
there is no merit except in struggle and 
sacrifice." 

" Sept. 30th, 1868. — Nothing is to me more 
profoundly sad than the degree of immorality 
to which the army has lowered itself. Poor 
Henri, I feel for you with all my soul, that 

you should witness such things All 

this will be heavily visited upon the heads 
of those who, instead of repressing this 
wickedness, encourage it by their example. 
The insult offered to God, to souls, and to 

society, will be terribly avenged Oh, 

blessed are you four, who alone pray in 
Babylon ! 

"June 12th, 1870. — Your letter has made 
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me very sad. You speak to me as if your 
soul was weary, weary of solitude and temp- 
tations ! Oh, be on your guard, dearest, 
against discouragement ! Try to live, I en- 
treat you, in a higher region, where outward 
miseries can scarcely touch you. No doubt 
it is right to be humble, and to mistrust 
one's own weakness, but one ought not to 
be so afraid that this very fear increases the 
temptation by the sadness it inspires. One 
must walk with the head high and the heart 
courageous, despising the evils as they pass, 
and full of trust in God. 

"Dec. 24th, 1869 (Journal). — The Coun- 
cil ! How full is this word of grandeur and 
of hope ! And yet trial, it seems, must be 
present there as elsewhere, The divergencies 
of opinion amongst the bishops will serve to 
give us the' great example of their obedience. 
But we must pray for the souls that are not 
well established in the faith, .... and who 
will be tempted to follow the example of 
those who are at present in opposition, with- 

9 
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out perhaps following them in their future 
submission. 

" Good Friday, 1870 (Letter to Henri).— I 
have greater confidence than ever that the 
work of God is about to be accomplished 
at Rome. These great and holy days will 
bring more calm. Behold the bishops assem- 
bled together, as were the apostles after our 
Saviour's resurrection; and why should not 
the Holy Ghost descend upon them ? God 
does not love His Church less now than 
He loved her then. We must wait in a 
spirit of great calmness, in a sweet and 
entire confidence, detaching ourselves more 
and more from the question of persons and 
parties. 

"June llih (Letter). — You must write to 
me oftener, my beloved, since you are not at 
ease. When will it be then that this dear 
soul, firmly fixed upon an unchangeable faith, 
will see without disturbance the storms of 
this world, even amongst the servants of 
God ? May Jesus be your helper, dearest ! 
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As for me, what can I say ? God grants me 
the favour not to experience any disturbance 
whatever. . . . But it is only at the surface, 
is it not, that you are troubled ? and you will 
none the less make with all your heart a 
perfect act of faith. Eemember that faith is 
a virtue, and that it ought to be difficult and 
meritorious to you, to be worth something. 
Say often, Lord, I believe ; enlighten again 
my faith. May peace and joy dwell in your 
heart, those sweet fruits of the Spirit, and 
sacred promise to souls of good- will. 

"June 28t/i (Letter). — Do not allow your- 
self in one deliberate doubt, and do not, I 
conjure you, neglect prayer. To-morrow is 
the Feast of S. Peter and S. Paul. How 
earnestly we must ask these great apostles to 
enlighten the state of affairs ! Do not fail 
the Mass; hear it for thia intention. 

"June 30£ft. — It is then to-morrow that 
you start to come back to me. My heart has 
need of this joy in the midst of its present 
anxieties ; but I have confidence that God 

9* 
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will give me a still greater joy, by dissipating 
the clouds which for the time obscure your 
faith. I am better to-day, and take great 
care of myself, that I may be brave when 
you come. What happiness to have you for 
three days ! " 

Some days after this letter the war broke 
out, absorbing all the thoughts of Henri and 
Julia. But we shall see that the Countess 
did not forget her act of faith in the great 
dogma of the Infallibility, so violently at- 
tacked during a year, and so providentially 
defined before the commencement of the 
Franco-Prussian war. 



CHAPTEE XIV. 




THE " VALIANT WOMAN " DURING THE WAR. 



l HE events which marked the seven 
months during which the war continued 
have left a too recent impress on the memory 
of all to make it needful to do more here than 
present the reader with extracts from the 
letters and journal of the Countess Adelstan. 
" July 14th, 1870.— To-morrow is the Feast 
of S. Henry, my dearest ! Would that this 
day might bring me certain news of peace ! 
However that may be, I trust that I may in 
company with you see many anniversaries of 
this dear festival. I shall earnestly ask it in 
my Communion to-morrow. What need I have 
of receiving my God, to bring me the hope 
of better days ! " 
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This was the last anniversary of the feast 
spent hy Julia upon earth. 

"July 17th (Journal). — On the evening of 
the 15th, his fete, I received the despatch an- 
nouncing his arrival. It was war, and adieu ! 
We passed together the sixteenth, a day sweet 
and cruel at the same time. At four o'clock 
in the afternoon we said our last adieux, after 
one last cry to Heaven. To You I confide him, 
my Jesus, and place him under Your pro- 
tection. May he nobly fulfil his duty as a 
soldier, a Frenchman, and a Christian; and 
then, may he come back safe to me ! . . . 
Mary, my tender mother, of whom he wears 
the insignia, shield this dear life which sus- 
tains mine ; keep him for my love, and suffer 
us to pray again together. Our Lady of Vic- 
tories, intercede for France and for him ! " 

"July 16th, 17th (Letter). — And thus you 
are already far from me ! May God have pity 
on my torn heart, and may my falling tears 
win as many benedictions on your beloved 
head! And now, I desire to be strong like 
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you, and not to listen to any weakness. I 
have requested our good cure to keep at my 
expense a little lamp burning before the altar 
of the Blessed Virgin during all the time you 
are absent : it will burn day and night, as my 
prayer for you, and its little light will be as 
a constant plea for you and me on high. Well, 
then, my beloved, adieu ! Never have I written 
this word with so much sorrow and hope at 
the same time. Put your dear soul thoroughly 
at peace by contrition and gratitude. What- 
ever may betide, God has been very gracious 
to you. If you can Communicate, this will be 
a great strength to you. Think of nothing 
that might trouble you, and offer to God what 
you are doing for your country. With what 
impatience I am waiting for the dear father, 
that I may receive your last messages ! I have 
well kept my promise to be courageous, and 
as a proof of it, I have slept well. This 
evening you will doubtless have quitted Paris. 
I hope you have been able to confess : if not, 
do so the first opportunity. It would be a 
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great repose of mind for both of us. A 
Dieu ! There is not one of my sighs which is 
not a prayer to God for you. Nothing im- 
poses more trials than love ; but also, without 
love, what is life ? Even the cares it brings 
become dear from their cause. I love you, 
and am proud to be yours. God guard you ! 

" July 18th. — Dear friend of my soul, the 
sight of your handwriting greatly moved me 
this morning. I covered your precious letter 
with kisses. I am well; do not be anxious 
on my account, I entreat, for you will need 
all your strength and all your freedom of 
mind. I shall try to read some interesting 
book, so as not to have my poor head fixed 
always upon the same point. . I am going to. 
procure ' Les Frontteres de la France/ by 
Lavallee. It is to the point just now. 

"July 22nd. — To-day is the Feast of S. Mary 
Magdalene, my dearest. Formerly, in the 
time of my joyous youth, it was a great day 
of rejoicing. We feted the Superior-General 
of the Sacre Cceur, and there were no plea- 
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sures that were not thought of for us ! "What 
a contrast hetween these remembrances of 
careless gaiety and my present anxieties ! . . 
Your dear little letter of this morning does not 
tell me if you have confessed. Do reassure 
me with regard to this, for you know I love 
your dear soul better than your life ! 

"July 25th. — I have your letter in which 
you announce your departure for Strasbourg. 
I was right then when I told you that you 
would be in the first corps. Forward then, 
my beloved. My heart beats doubly fast now 
that I know you to be there, among the first 
defenders of our country. The good God will 
guard you as well there as in a less perilous 
position. He knows where are His own ; and 
you are quite His, are you not ? Give me the 
exceeding consolation of telling me so ; and 
do not fail on rising every morning to say : 
'My God, I offer You my life or my death, 
according to Your holy Will. Deign to purify 
my soul.' Do this, dear love, for your wife, 
who tenderly embraces you* 
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" July 28th. — I am in despair to learn that 
you have not received my letters. And thus, 
the daily cry of my heart, instead of reaching 
you, starts only to lose itself in some box of 
a post-office! But does not your soul feel 
every day what mine says to it ? . . . 

" July 29th (Henri to Julia. Letter dated 
from Soultz). — I am happy to tell you that 
at last I have been able to make my confes- 
sion, which I did yesterday evening, to the 
very excellent cure of Soultz. So then, now I 
have my soul in peace, and can march against 
the enemy, therefore, with so much the more 
energy and . "assurance. This worthy cure, 
for my penance, has bid me go to confession 
on my return from the campaign. We em- 
braced at parting, after he had made me taste 

# 

his best Bheinwein. He told me that he 
should pray for me every day as long as the 
war lasted. There is something, my darling, 
that will gladden your soul." 

"July 30*ft (Letter from Julia). — I began 
yesterday a novena for us both, to Notre 
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Dame de Lourdes and to the Cure d'Ars. It 
will end on the 6th of August, the Feast of 
the Transfiguration, and the day of the 
saintly cure's death. Where will you be on 
that day?" 

"August 14t/t (Julia to her sister S ). — 

Magnificat, yes, my soul glorifies the Lord ! 
O my sister! and my dearest father! at 
the very time when I dared to hope no more 
for anything in this world, joy is come ! It 
was nearly midnight, and anguish and 
anxiety were torturing my heart more than 
ever, when all at once I heard a door open, 
then steps, then some noise, and some one 
enters my room. Good news ! he lives, and 
has no wound ! " . . . 

Of all the correspondence of Julia with 
Henri, from the 1st of August to the 8th of 
September, there only remain two letters, 
received after the war. Henri was in the 
army of MacMahon. After the disaster of 
Sedan he escaped the Prussians, and passed 
the Belgian frontier. In order not to com- 
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promise his safety he had been obliged to 
destroy everything which could have led to 
his recognition. On the 8th of September, 
after passing twenty-four hours with the 
beloved wife, whom he was never to see again, 
the brave officer went to shut himself up in 
Paris. Up to the day of the investment of 
the capital, he continued to receive some 
notes from Julia, well calculated to animate 
his courage. 

"Your regiment has a dangerous post to 
defend ; but that is the place of honour, and 
God will guard you in Paris as He did at 
Sedan. Do not think about the rest. Go 
straight to Him, and ask Him to keep your 
soul pure and your life in safety in the constant 
fulfilment of duty. . . Do you know, I should 
have had death in my heart if you had signed 
that shameful capitulation ; and I prefer a 
hundred times over to suffer fresh anxieties, 
than to have you led back by any weakness 
to my side. I am but a poor sick woman, 
but I think that if every Frenchman felt as 
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I feel, not a Prussian would go out of France. 
. . . Ah, if I were a man! But I am a 
woman, and your wife ; and this being is too 
dear to me to wish to change it for any other. 
Forward, then, yet once more, my beloved ! 
My heart is with you, and God will protect 
you. May the choicest benedictions of Heaven 
descend upon your head ! " 

Five months passed away without one 
single note reaching Henri in the besieged 
city. Although Julia had recourse to every 
expedient, and her despatches were trans- 
mitted through a member of the government 
of National Defence, nothing arrived at its 
destination ; and the first letter which, after 
the armistice, reached the officer, was not 
from his Julia. 




CHAPTER XV. 

THE LESSON OF EVENTS. 

,N her bed of suffering, the young 
S^ Countess thought of her Henri, of her 
relations, and of France. Her husband, her 
brother, and her three brothers-in-law were 
all at the war. To all the combatants she 
sent the warmest encouragements. To the 
soldier of the army of Paris she dedicated 
the reflections on the misfortunes of Prance 
which form the last pages of her journal, and 
which are written by a hand frequently 
tremulous from physical weakness and pain. 
" Tour 8 9 September, November, 1870. — We 

sorrowfully quitted our dear V at noon, 

on the 22nd September, and arrived without 
much diffioulty at this little convent. Here 
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we are in peace, in almost every respect, but 
how can we help carrying everywhere with 
us the mourning for the country, and 
anxiety about our absent ones ? Lord, help 
me to love my cross ! 

" My dearest Henri, — I see you not, nor 
can I even write to you ; but my sadness must 
relieve itself a little on this poor paper. 
Who knows ? You will perhaps one day 
read these lines, and you will see that during 
your absence the ties that unite us have 
only been more strong and more dear. My 
constant thought is with you, and this 
thought is always love, and this love prayer. 

" Your letter of the 5th of October, brought 
by a welcome balloon, has greatly consoled 
me. You have a right understanding of 
the present events, you comprehend that we 
were in need of visitation, and that God 

a 

chastises but does not abandon us. The 
happiness of possessing you again after 
Sedan was diminished by the sentiments 
with which our reverses had then inspired 
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you. You only saw the Protestant element 
victorious over the Catholic. Oh, how I 
prayed God to make things clear to you, 
and how I thank Him for having done it ! 

"France, you see, has received a mission 
from God, which is to hold always displayed 
the banner of the Catholic Faith, to take 
the lead in generosity and honour, and to 
be at the head of Christian civilisation. . . 
. . Do you think that we have fulfilled our 
duty ? Have we not rather deserved that 
God should give to others the sacred charge 
which He had confided to us, or at least that 
He should efface in tears, fire, and blood, 
the stains which have made us so unworthy 
of it ? 

"We have been at the head of luxury, 
ease, and pleasure; we have sought after 
material progress at the cost of every spiri- 
tual idea and of all spiritual life. Numbers 
of the people have lost the faith, while we 
forget the generosity which for so long made 
us the fear of the oppressor, the hope of 
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the oppressed. We have allowed Poland to 
be annihilated, Denmark to be mutilated, 
Austria to be crushed ; we have betrayed 
the Pope, given up the Temporal Power to 
the Eevolution, helped in the spoliation of 
a number of petty sovereigns : and see how 
the law of the strongest, thanks to our 
monstrous selfishness, has taken the place 
of the right of persons. This law of the 
strongest has now turned against ourselves. 
Europe, in adopting it, does but follow our 
example : the allies who smiled upon us in 
our glory have nothing for us now but barren 
regrets. 

" It would be too convenient, truly, to 
throw upon our rulers all the blame of these 
errors, of which we are now reaping the 
humiliating and bitter fruit. Let us begin 
by accusing ourselves. What right had we 
silently to submit to that which went against 
our conscience, and which degraded our 
character ? . . . We have allowed, no matter 

what, to be said and done, we have suffered 

10 
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ourselves to be gagged and handcuffed, from 
the vulgar love of ease and of a deceitful 
tranquillity. The trial of to-day finds, there- 
fore, nothing but soft and ease-loving na- 
tures, feeble and enervated, incapable of 
great efforts, astonished and indignant at 
the idea of having to suffer, ready to deny 
God Himself, or else to accuse Him of their 
misfortunes. Humiliation is joined to defeat, 
and the fall is unexampled 

"Evidently, for France, fof "society, and 
for the Church, the hour of great trial is 
come. But I trust that we shall be raised 
by the chastisement, that the nation will 
come out of it purified, . . . and we also, 

"You will find me better, dearest. I 
have here found a holy priest who comes 
often to see me, and helps me to profit by 
my life of a recluse. What need one has 
of God in these sad times ! I am sure that 
your heart often mounts to Him." 

" AU Saints* Day. November 1st — Did 
you Communicate this morning, my beloved ? 
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What a beautiful festival it is ! and how easy 
and sweet it is to-day, from the midst of 
trials so overwhelming, to lift one's eyes with 
longing to the blessed home of unchanging 
peace and infinite happiness ! I often think 
how dearly we shall love one another there. 
Who knows that it may not be sooner than 



>> 



This unfinished sentence closes the journal 
of the Countess Julia. 
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CHAPTEE XVI. 

THE LAST DAYS. 

"" ''ONG prepared for death, Julia awaited 



H- 



9 in peace the hour when she should offer 
up her soul to God. As her sufferings in- 
creased, so did she seem to increase in 
spiritual consolations. 

One day, when she had remarked the sad- 
ness of those about her, and feeling more 
than usually ill, she took a little relic of the 
Cure d'Ars, saying, " my God ! it would 
comfort them if only I might have one good 
night ;" and placing it on her burning fore- 
head, she felt her head immediately relieved 
from all pain. Praying with more and more 
fervour, she proceeded to place the relic 
wherever she suffered most; and instantly 
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the cough, the fever, and the agony of the 
abscess completely subsided, and so continued 
during two days and nights, to the great 
surprise of those about her who were un- 
aware of the cause. 

A venerable religious who frequently vi- 
sited her was greatly struck by the nobility 
and also the humility of her mind, " that 
fine intelligence submitted to the guidance 
of so great, a faith," and took some notes, 
from which the following ,is a short ex- 
tract : — 

" On her table the letters, which by means 
of balloons had reached her from her hus- 
band, were carefully placed together near his 
portrait. She had for him in her words the 
sentiment of respect which it is right that a 
wife should feel for her husband. The hier- 
archy of the affections was in fact perfectly 
maintained in her heart, according to the 
Divine law, so that she could say with truth, 
' My God ! I love You above all things ;' 
and after God, her neighbour. She prayed 
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for all those so dear to her with a calm that 
was equal to her anguish. She was perfectly 
mistress of herself, and it would have been 
difficult to govern better all the impulses of 
her soul. 

" Towards Christmas she made a little 
retreat, with a view to strive to attain greater 
perfection of her dispositions. Afterwards we 
spoke of the Last Sacraments, as of a con- 
solation and blessing to be received while 
full consciousness remained. ' I desire/ she 
said, ' that the priest who administers to me 
should proceed very slowly, and so give me 
time to enjoy the beautiful prayers of the 
Church.' She had, in fact, a sort of horror 
of precipitation; her prayers were always 
recited with a sort of solemn gravity, which 
proceeded from the spirit of faith ; and she 
had especially a particular way of making 
the sign of the Cross, which recalled to me 
the well-known sign of the Cross of the Pere 
de Eavignan. Her beautiful ivory crucifix 
was usually hung over her bed. She took it 
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down and held it in her hands whenever she 
made her confessions. " (E. Pere de L .) 

On the 11th of January a very violent crisis 
announced the commencement of the. agony, 
which continued for fifteen days. Julia 
wished to accomplish one last letter to 
Henri, which had heen begun on the 1st of 
the month, and to which she now added these 
few words: — "My very dearest, God calls 
me ! I am going to Him, to pray for you 
whom I have so loved ! Ah, beloved of my 
soul, be good ! be good ! be good ! — Your 
Julia."* 

On the 23rd the dying lady conversed long 
with her director. She very keenly felt the 
pain of not seeing her husband once more 
before her death ; but when the father ex- 
horted her to make also this sacrifice for the 
soul of him to whom God had united her, she 
said, '"Yes, I give him into the hands of 
God." Learning that on that day the Church 
celebrated the Espousals of the Blessed Virgin, 

* 11th January, 1872. 
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"Ah," she whispered to the father, "you 
will tell my dear husband that I am his 
fiancee. It is his soul which I love. I restore 
to him his liberty. Whatever may happen, 
our souls will be united in heaven. Let him 
consult only the good of his dear soul." 

After her last Communion, Julia wished to 
say adieu to all whom she was leaving. 
" While I am calm I should like to speak to 
you, and then afterwards to no one but .God 
— God alone. First of all, to my dear and 
beloved father." Hearing his irrepressible 
grief, she said, " Courage, courage, my own 
dear father ! . . . . You have always been 
the best of fathers to all your children, and 
to me in particular. Never can I thank you 
enough for your tenderness to me. Courage, 
dear father! and may the Will of God be 
done ! We shall meet soon before God, the 
most paternal of fathers. I entreat you to 
make an act of resignation to His Will." 
After taking leave of the others who were 
present, and giving affectionate messages for 
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the absent, she ended by making a solemn 
act of contrition for all the sins of her life, 
her powerless arms being upheld for her 
while she made it. Then she begged that 
Masses might be said for her, " Masses upon 
Masses," when she should die. " And yet," 
she added, " I do not any longer fear pur- 
gatory ; besides, I have already had so much 
suffering, that I hope as soon as I shall have 
quitted you to be with the good God." Her 
faith having recalled to her mind the dogma 
that had been recently defined, she wished, 
by a public profession, to give the example 
of a firm and unreserved adhesion to the 
Pontifical Infallibility in matters of faith and 
doctrine. " Command me something in the 
Pope's name," she said to her director ; " it 
will be my act of faith in the Infallibility." 

The adieux being over, Julia spoke no more 
of anything but God, and thought only of 
eternity ; even causing the photographs which 
she could see to be moved away, that, no out- 
ward object might distract her meditation. 
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On the morning of the 26th of January, she 
suddenly cried out, " There is now no more 
need to draw the sword from its scabbard: 
there is no more blood ! " The order to suspend 
fire, though it was not yet known at Tours, 
had been given at Paris since midnight : the 
war was ending. The dying Countess once 
more offered up her sufferings and life for her 
relations, for France, for the Holy Father; 
and while the priest was assisting her to com- 
mend her soul to God, she whispered thrice, 
" Amen," and so expired. 

It was on the 13th of February that her 
husband was made acquainted with his loss, 
and his faith enabled him to bear with cou- 
rage and resignation his heavy trial. 

In conclusion we give the touching " Testa- 
ment " which the Countess left in the form of 
a letter to her sister. 

" Sister beloved of my soul, — I have just 
been writing my will, the necessary formula 
for what I shall leave behind me. But the 
true will and testament of my heart I address 
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to you. I do not know whether the grief 
of my poor Henri will be of long duration 
— everything here below must pass away — 
but it will be profound ; and it is you whom 
I would ask to keep away discouragement 
from his mind. Yes, dear sister, I confide 
to you this precious soul, that you may help 
to keep God present therein, and aid its 
growth in holiness. You know how much 
he loves your dear household ; see him and 
write to him often, talk with him open- 
heartedly ; in a word, be to him both brother 
and sister always ! He is young, dear friends, 
and there are still many dangers for him in 
life. Listen then to my request : if ever you 
perceive that solitude is bad for him, far from 
dissuading him from marriage, encourage him 
in that direction ; and if need be, aid him in 
making choice of a good Christian woman, 
who shall be able to understand his heart and 
his soul. Ah ! it is not that I now love him 
less than before, that I make this request, but 
how can I help forgetting, for the sake of his 
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beloved soul, the selfishness that exists in our 
poor nature ? 

" There is no need, my dearest one, I know, 
to ask you to hasten the Masses for which 
I have asked. Think then of all that I may 
have to suffer, all for which I have to make 
reparation; think how much my poor soul, 
when it shall have just said adieu to all that 
it loves in this world, will be thirsting for 
God. . . . Adieu my poor darling ! Sister of 
my life, you know whether I have not loved 
you ! — Your Julia." 



THE END. 
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Convent Prize Book. Gilt. 

Tales and Sketches. Gilt. 

Margarethe Verflassen. Gilt. 
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Boudon's Book of Perpetual 

Adoration. 
Life of S. Francis of Assisi. 

(Gilt, 4».) 
Margarethe Verflassen. 



Frassinetti's Dogmatic Cate- 
chism. 

Cistercian Legends of XIII. 
Century. 

Chats about the Bosary. 



Published at 2s. 6d. each. 



Catherine Hamilton. (Gilt, 
Sa.) 

Simple Tales. With a 
Frontispiece. 

The Story of Marie, and 
other Tales. (Gilt, 3«.) 

Contemplations on the Most 
Holy Sacrament of the 
Altar. Red edges. 

Flowers of Christian Wis- 
dom, lied edges. 

Tales and Sketches. 



Chronological Sketches of 

the Kings of England and 

France. 
Catechism, Illustrated with 

Passages from the Holy 

Scriptures. By the Rev. 

J. B. Bagshawe. 
Mme. Agnew's Convent Prize 

Book. 
Happiness of a Religious 

State and Origin of Re- 

ligious Orders. 



Published at 2s. each. 



The Story of Marie, and 

other Tales. 
Legend of S. Dominick. 

Gilt. 
Flowers of Christian Wis- 
dom. 
Devout Paraphrase on the 

Penitential Psalms. Red 

edges. 
Contemplations on the Most 

Holy Sacrament of the 

Altar. 
Last of the Catholic O'Mal- 

leys. 

Published at 

A Life of Pleasure. By Mgr. 
Dechamps. 

A Legend of S. Dominick. 

Fairy Tales for Little Chil- 
dren. (Gilt, 28., cheap 
edition, Is.) 

Last of the Catholic O'Mal- 
leys. 



Terry O'Flinn's Examina- 
tion of Conscience. By 
Bev. Dr. Tandy. Gilt. 

Life of S. Francis of Assisi. 

Island of Saints. 

Alban Butler's 100 Pious 
Reflections. (Cheap edition 

It.) 
Holy Readings. (Red edges, 

2s. 6d., morocco, 6s.) 

Lily of S. Joseph. Calf. 

Gihnour's Bible History. 

Following of Christ. 

Is. Qd. each. 

Paraphrase on the Seven 
Penitential Psalms. 
(Cheap edition, Is.) 

Our Lady's Month. By Fr. 
Betheli. (Cheap ed. t Is.) 

Keighley Hall. Gilt. 

Sir iElfric. Gilt. 

Cardinal Wiseman. 
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New Books. 

Stories of the Saints for Children. By M. F. S., 
author of " Tom's Crucifix, and other Tales," 
" Catherine Hamilton," &c. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d k 

Oratorian Lives of the Saints. 2nd Series. See page 18. 
S. Veronica Giuliani, and B. Battista Varani. 5s. 

Sketch of the Life and Letters of the Countess Adel- 
stan. An abridged translation from the French 
of the Rev. Pfcre Marquigny, S.J., by E. A. M., 
author of " Rosalie, or the Memoirs of a French 
Child," " Life of Paul Seigneret, &c." 2s. 6d. 

Life of B. Giovanni Colombini. By Feo BelcarL 
Translated from the editions of 1541 and 1832. 
Cr. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

On Contemporary Prophecies. By Mgr. Dupanloup. 
Translated, by permission of the Bishop of Or- 
leans, by Rev. Dr. Redmond. 8vo. is. 

Photographs. A set of 10, illustrating the history of 
the Miraculous Hosts, called the Blessed Sacra- 
ment of the Miracle. Bruxelles, a.d. 1370. 
Price 2 s. 6d. the set. 

First Communion Picture. Tastefully printed in gold 
and colours. Price is., or 10s. a dozen, net. 

" Just what has long been wanted, a really good picture, with 
Tablet for First Communion and Confirmation." — Tablet, 

* # * Though this Catalogue does not contain the books of 
other Publishers, R. W. can supply all of them } no 
matter by whom they are published. 

/?. Washbourne) 18 Paternoster Rtfw^ Lan&wi* 



R. Washbournis Catalogue. 



The Supernatural Life. Translated from the French 
of Mgr. Mermillod, with a Preface by Lady Her- 
bert. Cr. 8vo. ss. 

" Among the Catholic prelates on the Continent, no name stands 
higher than that of Dr. Mermillod, the exiled Bishop of Geneva, 
whose eloquence struck so forcibly the English pilgrims at Paray-le- 
Monial last year. . . The object of these conferences was to stir up 
the female portion of creation to higher and holier lives, in the hope 
of so influencing their husbands, their brothers, and other relatives, 
and so to lend a helping hand to the right side in that struggle 
which, as Lady Herbert so eloquently and so truly remarks, ' was 
formerly confined to certain places and certain minds, but is now 
going on all over the world— the struggle between God and the 
devil ; between faith and unbelief ; between those who still revere 
the word of God, and the entire negation of all divine revelation.' "— 
Register. 

The Jesuits, and other Essays. By Willis Nevin. 
Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

" If any one wishes to read in brief all that can be said about and 
in favour of the sons of Ignatius Loyola, by all means let him get 
this little work, where he will find everything ready ' at his fingers' 
ends.' "— Register. " They are in the rough but earnest style, and 
perhaps are not the worse for being decidedly plain. Altogether, a 
Protestant, inclined to make rash statements upon Catholic subjects, 
will find these tracts a very awkward stumbling block in the path- 
way of his silliness."— Universe. " It displays considerable vigour 
of thought, and no small literary power. This small book is a work 
of promise from one who knows both sides of those questions."— 
Union Review. 

The Village Lily. Fcap. 8vo. is. ; gilt, is. 6d. 

Sermons, Lectures, &c. By Rev. M. B. Buckley. 6s. 

Devotions to the Sacred Heart. By the Rev. J. Joy 
Dean. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 

The Life of Pleasure. Translated from the French 
of Mgr. Dechamps. Fcap. 8vo. is. 6d. 

Catherine Hamilton. By the author of " Tom's Cru- 
cifix," " Stories of the Saints for Children," &c 
Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 6d. ; gilt, 3s. 

"A short, simple, and well-told story, Illustrative of the power of 
grace to correct bad temper in a wayward girl. For Catholic 
parents who are possessed with such children, we know of no better 
book than • Catherine I lamilton. ' "—Register. ' • We have no doubt 
this will prove a very attractive book to the little folks, and would 
be glad to see it widely circulated."— A mtrican Catholic World. 
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Novena of Meditations in Honour of S. Joseph, 
according to the method of S. Ignatius ; pre- 
ceded by a new exercise for hearing Mass ac- 
cording to the intentions of the souls in Pur- 
gatory. i8mo. is. 6d. 

Instructions for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 6d. 

Diisseldorf Society for the Distribution of Good, Reli- 
gious Pictures. R. Washbourne is now Sole 
Agent for Great Britain and Ireland. Yearly 
Subscription is 8s. 6d. Catalogue post free. 

Diisseldorf Gallery. 8vo. half morocco, 31s. 6d. This 
volume contains 127 Engravings handsomely 
bound in half morocco, full gilt. Cash 25 s. 

Diisseldorf Gallery. 4to. half morocco, £6. This 
superb work contains 33 1 Pictures. Handsomely 
bound in half morocco, full gilt. Cash £$. 

M We confidently believe that no wealthy Catholic could possibly 
see the volume which we have examined and admired without 
ordering ' The Diisseldorf Gallery* for the adornment of his draw- 
ing-room table. . . As lovers of art, we rejoice to see what has 
been done, and we can only desire with all possible heartiness, that 
such an enterprise as this may meet with the success it deserves." — 
Tablet. " The most beautiful Catholic gift-book that was ever sent 
forth from the house of a Catholic publisher." — Register. 

Dramas, Comedies, Farces, 
He would be a Lord. From the French of "Le 
Bourgeois Gentilhomme." Three Acts. (Boys.) 2s. 
St Louis in Chains. Drama in Five Acts, for boys. 2s. 

"Well suited for acting in Catholic schools and colleges." — Tablet. 

The Expiation. A Drama in Three Acts, for boys. 2 s. 

' * Has its scenes laid in the days of the Crusades. " — Register. 

Shandy Maguire. A Farce for boys in Two Acts, is* 
The Reverse of the Medal. A Drama in Four Acts, 

for young ladies. 6d. | 
Ernscliff Hall : or, Two Days Spent with a Great-Aunt 

A Drama in Three Acts, for young ladies. 6d. 
Filiola. A Drama in Four Acts, for young ladies. 6d. 
The Convent Martyr, or Callista. By Dr. Newman. 

Dramatized by Dr. Husenbeth. is. 
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Garden of the Soul. (Washbourne's Edition.) With 
Imprimatur oft/ie Archbishop of Westminster. This 
edition has over all others the following advan- 
tages : — i. Complete order in its arrangements. 2. 
Introduction of Devotions to Saint Joseph, Patron 
of the Church. 3. Introduction into the English 
Devotions for Mass to a very great extent of the 
Prayers from the MissaL 4. The full Form of 
Administration of all the Sacraments publicly 
administered in Church. 5. The insertion of 
Indulgences above Indulgenced Prayers. 6. Its 
large size of type. Embossed, is. ; with rims, is. 
6d. ; with Epistles and Gospels, is. 6&; with 
rims, 2s. French morocco, 2s. ; with rims, 2s. 
6d. ; with E. and G., 2s. 6d. ; 'with rims, 3s. 
French morocco extra gilt, 2s. 6d. ; with rims, 
3s.; with E. and G., 3s. ; with rims, 3s. 6d. 
Calf or morocco, 4s. ; with rims, 5s. 6d. ; with 
E. and G., 4s. 6d. ; with rims, 6s. Calf or 
morocco extra, 5s. ; with rims, 6s. 6d. ; with E. 
and G., 5s. 6d. ; with rims, 7s. Velvet, with 
rims, 8s M 10s. 6d., and 13s. ; with E. and G., 
8s. 6d., us., and 13s. 6d. Russia, antique, with 
clasp, 12s. 6d.; with E. and G., 13s. Ivory, 15s., 
2 is., 25s., and 30s.; with E. and G., 15s. 6d, 
2 is. 6d., 25s. 6d., and 30s. 6d. Antique bind- 
ings, with corners and clasps : morocco, 28s., 
with E. and G., 28s. 6d. ; russia, 30s., with E. 
and G., 30s. 6d. 

The Epistles and Gospels in cloth, 6d., roan, is. 6d. 

' This is one of the best editions we have seen of one of the best 
of all our Prayer-books. It is well printed in clear large type, on 
good paper." — Catholic Opinion. "A very complete arrangement 
of this which is emphatically the Prayer-book of every Catholic 
household. It is as cheap as it is good, and we heartily recommend 
it. " — Universe. ' ' Two striking features are the admirable order dis- 
played throughout the book and the insertion of the Indulgences, 
in small type above Indulgenced Prayers." — Weekly Register. 

The Little Garden. Cloth, 6d. , with rims, is. ; em- 
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bossed, 9&, with rims, is. 3d. ; roan, is., with 
rims, is. 6d. ; french morocco, is. 6d., with 
rims, 2s. ; french morocco, extra gilt, 2s., with 
rims, 25. 6d. ; imitation ivory, with rims, 3s. ; calf 
or morocco, 3 s., with rims, 4s. ; calf or morocco, 
extra gilt, 4s., with rims, 5s. ; velvet, with rims, 
5s., 8s. 6d., 10s. 6d. ; russia, with clasp, 8s. ; 
ivory, with rims, 10s. 6d., 13s., 15s., 17s. 6d. ; 
antique binding, with clasps : morocco, 17 s. 6d., 
russia, 20s. ; with oxydized silver or gilt mount- 
ings, in morocco case, 30s. 
A Few Words from Lady Mildred's Housekeeper. 2d. 

V If any of our lady readers wish to give to their servants some 
hints as to the necessity of laying up some part of their wages in- 
stead of spending their money in dressing above their station, let 
them get * A Few Words from Lady Mildred's Housekeeper,' and 
present it for the use of the servants' hall or downstairs department. 
The good advice of an experienced upper servant on such subjects 
ought not to fall on unwilling ears." — Register. " A short tract of 
good advice to servant girls about dress."-- Tablet. 

Religious Reading. 

" Vitis Mystica ;" or, the True Vine. A Treatise 

on the Passion of Our Lord. Translated, with 

Preface, by the Rev. W. R. Bernard Brownlow. 

With Frontispiece. i8mo. 4s., red edges, 4s. 6d. 

" It is a pity that such'a beautiful treatise should for so many cen- 
turies have remained untranslated into our tongue." — Tablet. " It 
will be found very acceptable spiritual food." — Church Herald. 
"We heartily recommend it for its unction and deep sense of the 
beauties of nature." — The Month. "Full of deep spiritual lore." 
— Register. ' 4 Every chapter of this little volume affords abundant 
matter for meditation." — Universe. "An excellent translation of a 
beautiful treatise." — Dublin Review. 

Ebba; or, the Supernatural Power of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. In French. i2mo. is. 6d.; cloth gilt, 2s. 6d. 

"The author has caught very well many of the difficulties which 
bar the way to the Church in this country... We may venture to hope 
that the work will also bear fruit on the Continent." — The Month. 
"There are thoughts in the work which we value highly." — Dublin 
Review. " It. is a clever and trenchant work. . . Written in a lively 
and piquant style." — Register. tl The tone of the book is kind and 
fervent." — Church Herald. il The book is exceedingly well written, 
and will do good to all who read it." — Universe. 

— ^^^— — — — — — — ' — ■■■■■■■»! ■ — ■ ■ , ■■■ ■ I ■ ■ — ^— ^. 
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Holy Places ; their Sanctity and Authenticity. By the 
Rev. Fr. Philpin. With Maps. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

" It displays an amount of patient research" not often to be met 
with." —Universe. " Dean Stanley and other sinners in controversy 
are treated with great gentleness. They are indeed thoroughly ex- 
posed and refuted." — Register. " Fr. Philpin has a particularly 
nervous and fresh style of handling his subject, with an occasional 
picturesqucness of epithet or simile. " — Tablet. * * We do not question 
his learning and industry, and yet we cannot think them to have 
been uselessly expended on this work." — Spectator. ". . . Fr. 
Philpin there weighs the comparative value of extraordinary, ordi- 
nary, and natural evidence, and gives an admirable summary of the 
witness of the early centuries regarding the holy places of Jerusalem, 
with archaeological and architectural proofs. It is a complete trea- 
tise of the subject." — The Month. "The author treats his subject 
with a thorough system, and a competent knowledge. It is a book 
of singular attractiveness and considerable merit." — Church Herald. 
" Fr. Philpin's very interesting book appears most opportunely, and 
nt a time when pilgrimages have been revived." — Dublin Review. 

The Consoler; or, Pious Readings addressed to the 
Sick and to all who are afflicted. By the Rev. 
P. J. Lambilotte, SJ. Translated by the Right 
Rev. Abbot Burder, O. Cist. Fcp. 8vo. 4s. 64, 
red edges, 5s. 

" As ' The .Consoler* has the merit of being written in plain and 
simple language, and while deeply spiritual contains no higher 
flights into the regions of ! mysticism where poor and ignorant 
readers would be unable to follow, it is very specially adapted for 
one of the subjects which its writer had in view, namely, its intro- 
duction into hospitals." — Tablet. "A work replete with wise 
comfort for every affliction." — Universe. "A spiritual treatise of 
great beauty^and value." — Church Herald. 

Flowers of Christian Wisdom. By Lucien Henry. 
With a Preface by the Right Hon. Lady Herbert 
of Lea. i8mo. 2s. ; red edges, 2s. 6d. 

" A compilation of some of the most beautiful thoughts and 
passages in the works of the Fathers, the great schoolmen, and 
eminent modern Churchmen, and will probably secure a good cir- 
culation." — Church Times. "It is a compilation of gems of thought, 
carefully selected." — Tablet. "It is a small but exquisite bou- 
quet, like that which S. Francis of Sales has prepared for Philothea." 
— Universe. 

The Souls in Purgatory. Translated from the French, 
by the Right Rev. Abbot Burder, O. Cist. 32010. 3d. 

" It will be found most useful as an aid to the cultivation of this 
especial devotion." — Register. 
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The Happiness of Heaven. By a Father of the 
Society of Jesus. Fcap. 8vo. 4s. 

God our Father. By the same Author. Fcap. 8vo. 4s. 

" Both of these books we can highly recommend." — Register. 

The Light of the Holy Spirit in the World. By the 
Rev. Canon Hedley, O.S.B. is.; cloth, is. 6d. 

A General History of the Catholic Church : from the 
commencement of the Christian Era until the 
present time. By the Abbe Darras. 4 vols., 
large 8vo. cloth, 48s. 

The Book of Perpetual Adoration ; or, the Love of 
Jesus in the most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. 
By Mgr. Boudon. Edited by the Rev. J. Red- 
man, D.D. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. ; red edges, 3s. 6d. 

" This new translation is one of Boudon's most beautiful works, 
. . . and merits that welcome in no ordinary degree." — Tablet. "The 
devotions at the end will be very acceptable aids in visiting the 
Blessed Sacrament, and there are two excellent methods for assisting 
at Mass." — The Month. "It has been pronounced by a learned 
and pious French priest to be ' the most beautiful of all books ' 
written in honour of the Blessed Sacrament."— The Nation.*. 

Spiritual Works of Louis of Blois, Abbot of Liesse. 
Edited by the Rev. John Edward Bowden, of the 
Oratory. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d ; red edges, 4s. 

" No more important or welcome addition could have been made 
to our English ascetical literature than this little book. It is a model 
of good translation." — Dublin Review. " This handy little volume 
will certainly become a favourite." — Tablet. "Elegant and flow- 
ing. " — Register. ' ' Most useful of meditations. " — Catholic Opinion . 

Heaven Opened by the Practice of Frequent Confes- 
sion and Communion. By the Abbd Favre. 
Translated from the French, carefully revised by 
a Father of the Society of Jesus. Third Edition. 
Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d. ; red edges, 4s. Cheap edit. 2s. 

" This beautiful little book of devotion. We may recommend it 
to the clergy as well as to the laity." — Tablet. " It is filled with 
quotations from the Holy Scriptures, the Fathers, and the Councils 
of the Church, and thus will be found of material assistance to 
the clergy, as a storehouse of doctrinal and ascetical authorities on 
the two great sacraments of Holy Eucharist and Penance. "-*- 
Register. 
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The Spiritual Life. — Conferences delivered to the 
Enfants de Mark by Pfere Ravignan. Cr. 8vo. 5s. 

" Pere Ravignan's words are as applicable to the ladies of London 
as to those of Paris. They could not have a better book for their 
spiritual reading. " — Tablet, * ' These discourses appear to be admi- 
rably suited to English Catholics at the present moment." — West- 
minster Gazette. " A depth of eloquence and power of exhortation 
which few living preachers can rival." — Church Review* 

Lenten Thoughts. Drawn from the Gospel for each 
day in Lent. By the Bishop of Northampton, 
is. 6d. ; stronger bound, 2s. ; red edges, 2s. 6d. 

" A beautiful little volume of Meditations." — Universe. M Will 
be found a useful manual." — Tablet " An admirable little book." 
—Nation, "Clear and practical," — The Month, " A very beauti- 
ful and simple little book."— Church Herald. 

Contemplations on the Most Holy Sacrament of the 
Altar, drawn from the Sacred Scriptures. i8mo. 
cloth, 2s. ; cloth extra, red edges, 2s. 6d. 

" This is a welcome addition to our books of Scriptural devotion. 
It contains thirty-four excellent subjects of reflection before the 
Blessed Sacrament, or for making a spiritual visit to the Blessed 
Sacrament at home ; for the use of the sick."— Dublin Review. 

One Hundred Pious Reflections. Extracted from 
.Alban Butler's "Lives of the Saints." i8mo. 
cloth, red edges, 2%. ; cheap edition, is. 

"A happy idea. The author of ' The Lives of the Saints ' had a 
way of breathing into his language the unction and force which 
carries the truth of the Gospel into the heart." — Letter to the Editor 
from The Right Rev. Dr. Ullathorne, Bishop op Birming- 
ham. " Well selected, sufficiently short, and printed in good bold 
type."— Tablet, "Good, sound practical reflections." — Church 
Herald. 

The Imitation of Christ. With reflections. 321110. 
is. Persian calf, 3s. 6d. Also an Edition with 
ornamental borders. Fcap. cloth, red edges, 3s. 6d. 

Following of Christ. Small pocket edition, with initial 
letters, is. ; embossed red edges, is. 6d. ; roan, 
2s ; French morocco, 2s. 6d. ; calf or morocco, 
4s. 6d. ; calf or morocco extra gilt, 5s. 6d. ; ivory, 
15s. and 1 6s. ; morocco antique, 17s. 6d. ; 
russia antique, 20s. 
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Conversion of the Teutonic Race. By Mrs. Hope, 
author of " Early Martyrs." Edited by the Rev. 
Father Dalgairns. 2 vols, crown 8vo. 1 2s. 

I. Conversion of the Franks and the English, 6s. 

II. S. Boniface and the Conversion of Germany, 6s. 

"It is good in itself, possessing considerable literary merit ; is 
forms one of the few Catholic books brought out in this country 
which are not translations or adaptations." — Dublin Review, " It 
is a great thing to find a writer of a book of this class so clearly 
grasping, and so boldly setting forth truths, which, familiar as they 
are to scholars, are still utterly unknown by most of the writers of 
our smaller literature." — Saturday Review, "A very valuable 
work .... Mrs. Hope has compiled an original history, which 
gives constant evidence of great erudition, and sound historical judg- 
ment." — Month, "This is a most taking book : it is solid history 
and romance in one." — Catholic Opinion. "It is carefully, and 
in many parts beautifully written." — Universe, 

Cistercian Order : its Mission and Spirit Comprising 
the Life of S. Robert of Newminster, and the Life 
of S. Robert of Knaresborough. By the author 
of " Cistercian Legends." Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Cistercian Legends of the 13th Century. Translated 
from the Latin by the Rev. Henry Collins. 3s. 

" Interesting records of Cistercian sanctity and cloistral experi- 
ence." — Dublin Review. " A casquet of jewels. ." — Weekly Register, 
"Most beautiful legends, full of deep spiritual reading." — Tablet, 
" Well translated, and beautifully got up." — Month. "A compila- 
tion of anecdotes, full of heavenly wisdom." — Catholic Opinion, 

The Directorium Asceticum ; or, Guide to the Spiritual 
Life. By Scaramelli. Translated and Edited at 
St. Beuno's College. 4 vols, crown 8vo. 24s. 

Maxims of the Kingdom of Heaven. New and en- 
larged Edition. 5s. ; red edges, 5s. 6d. ; calf or' 
morocco, 10s. 6d. 

" The selections on every subject are "numerous, and the order 
and arrangement of the chapters will greatly facilitate meditation 
and reference." — Freeman's Journal. "We are glad to see that 
this admirable devotional work, of which we have before spoken in 
warm praise, has reached a second issue." — Weekly Register. 
" It has an Introduction by J. H. N., and bears the Imprimatur of the 
Archbishop of Westminster. We need say no more in its praise." — 
Tablet. ' ' A most beautiful little book."— Catholic Opinion. ' ' This 
priceless volume." — Universe. " Most suitable for meditation and 
reference." — Dublin Review. 
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The Oxford Undergraduate of Twenty Years Ago: 
his Religion, his Studies, his Antics. By a 
Bachelor of Arts. [Autho* of "The Comedy of 
Convocation."] 2s. 6d. ; cloth, 3s. 6d. 

" The writing is full of brilliancy and point."— Tablet. " Time 
has not dimmed the author's recollection, and has no doubt served 
to sharpen his sense of undergraduate humour and his reading of 
undergraduate character." — Examiner. " It will deservedly attract 
attention, not only by the briskness and liveliness of its style, but 
also by the accuracy of the picture which it probably gives of an 
individual experience." — The Month. "Whoever takes this book 
in hand will read it through and through with the keenest pleasure 
and with great benefit." — Universe. 

The Infallibility of the Pope. A Lecture. By the 
Author of " The Oxford Undergraduate/' " Co- 
medy of Convocation," &c. 8vo. is. 

"A splendid lecture, by one who thoroughly understands his 
subject, and in addition is possessed of a rare power of language in 
which to put before others what he himself knows so well." — Uni- 
verse. "There are few writers so well able to make things plain 
and intelligible as the author of ' The Comedy of Convocation.' . . . 
The lecture is a model of argument and style." — Register. 

Comedy of Convocation in the English Church. 
Edited by Archdeacon Chasuble, D.D. 2s. 6d. 

" Give me leave to be merry on a merry subject." — S.Greg. Nae. 

The Harmony of Anglicanism. Report of a Con- 
ference on Church Defence. [By T. W. M. Mar- 
shall, Esq.] 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

" ' Church Defence' is characterized by the same caustic irony, 
the same good-natured satire, the same logical acuteness which dis- 
tinguished its predecessor, the ' Comedy of Convocation.' ... A 
more scathing bit of irony we have seldom met with." — Tablet. 
" Clever, humorous, witty, learned, written by a keen but sarcastic 
observer of the Establishment, it is calculated to make defenders 
wince as much as it is to make all others smile." — Nonconformist. 

Consoling Thoughts of St. Francis de Sales. By Pere 

Huguet. i8mo., 2s. 
Holy Readings. Short Selections from well-known 

Authors. By J. R. Digby Beste, Esq. 32mo. 

cloth, 2s. ; cloth, red edges, 2s. 6d. ; roan, 3s. ; 

morocco, 6s. [See " Catholic Hours," p. 23.J 
Benedictine Almanack. Yearly. Price id. 

Ji. JVashbournt) 18 Paternoster Row^ London. 
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St. Peter ; his Name and his Office as set forth in 
Holy Scripture. By T. W. Allies. Second Edi- 
tion. Revised. Crown 8vo. 5s. 

" A standard work. There is no single book in English, on the 
Catholic side, which contains the Scriptural argument about St. 
Peter and the Papacy so clearly or conclusively put."— Month. 
"An admirable volume." — The Universe. " This valuable work." 
— Weekly Register. "A second edition, with a new and very 
touching preface." — Dublin Review. 

Complete Works of Saint John of the Cross. 2 vols, 

8vo. 28s. 
The Roman Question. By Dr. Husenbeth. is. 
The Knight of the Faith. By the Rev. Dr. Laing. 

1. A Favourite Fallacy about Private Judgment and 

Inquiry, id. 

2. Catholic not Roman Catholic. 4d. 

3. Rationale of the Mass. is. 

4. Challenge to the Churches of England, Scotland, 

and all Protestant Denominations, id. . 

5. Absurd Protestant Opinions concerning Intention, 

and Spelling Book of Christian Philosophy. 4d. 

6. Whence the Monarch's right to rule. 2s. 6d. 

7. Protestantism against the Natural Moral Law. id. 

8. What is Christianity ? 6d. 

Catholic Calendar and Guide to the Services of the 

Church. Yearly. Price 6d. 
Dr. Pusey's Eirenicon considered in Relation to 

Catholic Unity. By H. N. Oxenham. 2s. 6d. 
bancti Alphonsi Doctoris Officium Parvum — Novena 

and Little Office in honour of St. Alphonsus. 

Fcap. 8vo. is. ; cloth, 2s. ; cloth extra, 3s. 
Synodi Diceceseos Suthwarcensis ad ejusdem erec- 

tione anno 1850 ad finem anni 1868 habitae. 

8vo. cloth, 7s. 6d. ; 1869-70, is. 
Sweetness of Holy Living ; or Honey culled from the 

Flower Garden of S. Francis of Sales, is. ; 

French morocco, 3s. 

" In it will be found some excellent aids to devotion and medita- 
tion." — Weekly Register. 

J£. Washbourne } 18 Paternoster R<W)> London, 
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Men and Women of the English Reformation, from 
the days of Wolsey to the death of Cranmer. By 
S. H. Burke, M.A. 2 vols. 13s. Vol. ii., 6s. 6d 

"It contains a great amount of curious and useful information, 
gathered together with evident care." — Dublin Review. "In- 
teresting and valuable." — Tablet. "It is, in truth, the only dis- 
passionate record of a much contested epoch we have ever read." 
— Cosmopolitan. "It is so forcibly, but truthfully written, that it 
should be in the hands of every seeker after truth." — Catholic 
Opinion. — " On all hands admitted to be one of the most valuable 
historical works ever published." — Nation. " The author produces 
evidence that cannot be gainsayed." — Universe. " Full of interest, 
and very temperately written." — Church Review. "Able, fairly 
impartial, and likely to be of considerable value to the student of 
history. Replete with information." — Church Times. " The book 
supplies many hitherto unknown facts of the times of which it is 
a History." — Church Opinion. "A clever and well-written his- 
torical statement of facts concerning the chief actors of our so-called 
Reformation." — The Month. 

Pfere Lacordaire's Conferences. God, 6s. Jesus Christ, 
6s. God and Man, 6s. 

A Devout Paraphrase on the Seven Penitential Psalms ; 
or, a Practical Guide to Repentance. By the 
Rev. Fr. Blyth. To which is added : — Necessity 
of Purifying the Soul, by St. Francis of Sales. 
i8mo., is. 6d. ; red edges, 2s.; cheap edition, is. 

"A new edition of a book well known to our grandfathers. The 
work is full of devotion and of the spirit of prayer."— Universe. * ' A 
very excellent work, and o«ght to be in the hands of every Catholic." 
— > Waterford News. 

A New Miracle at Rome ; through the Intercession of 

Blessed John Berchmans. 2d. 
Cure of Blindness ; through the Intercession of Our 

Lady and St. Ignatius. 2d. 
Diary of a Confessor of the Faith. i2mo. is. 

BY THE POOR CLARES OF KENMARE. 

Book of the Blessed Ones. 4s. 6d. 

A Nun's Advice to her Girls. 2s. 6d. 

Daily Steps to Heaven. Fcap. 8vo. 4s. 6d. 

Jesus and Jerusalem ; or, the Way Home. 4s. 6d. 

The Spouse of Christ. Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

The Ecclesiastical Year. Fcap. 4s. 6d. ; calf, 6s. 6d. 

R. tVashbournC) 18 Paternoster R<w>, London. 
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A Homely Discourse ; Mary Magdalen. Cr. 8vo. 6d. 
Extemporaneous Speaking. By Rev. T. J. Potter. 5s. 
Pastor and People. By Rev. T. J. Potter. 6s. 
Meditations on the Veni Sancte Spiritus. is. 
Eight Short Sermon Essays. By Dr. ^Redmond, isj, 
Non Possumus ; or, the Temporal Sovereignty of the 

Popes. By the Rev. Father Lockhart. is. 
Secession or Schism. By Fr. Lockhart. 6d. 
Who is the Anti-Christ of Prophecy? By the Rev. 

Fr. Lockhart. is. 
The Communion of Saints. By the Rev. Father 

Lockhart. is. ; cloth, is. 6d. 
The Church of England and its Defenders. By the 

Rev. W. R. Bernard Brownlow. 8vo. 1st Letter, 

6d. ; 2nd Letter, is. 
Lectures on the Life, Writings, and Times of Edmund 

Burke. By Professor Robertson. Crown 8vo. 

cloth, 5s. 
Professor Robertson's Lectures on Modern History 

and Biography. Crown 8vo. cloth, 6s. 
Sursum, is. Homeward, 2s. Both by Rev. Fr. Rawes. 
Sermon at the Month's Mind of the Most Rev. Dr. 

Spalding, Archbishop of Baltimore, is. 
Monastic Legends. By E. G. K. Browne. 8vo. 6d. 

BY DR. MANNING, ARCHBISHOP OF WESTMINSTER. 

The Convocation in Crown and Council. 6d. net. j 
Confidence in God. Fcap. is. ; cloth, is. 6d. 
Temporal Sovereignty of the Popes, is. ; cloth, is. 6d. 
The Church, the Spirit, and the Word. 6d. 

BY THE PASSIQNIST FATHERS. 

The School of Jesus Crucified. 3s. 6d. ; morocco, 5s. 
The Manual of the Cross and Passion. 32mo. 2s. 6d. 
The Manual of the Seven Dolours. 32mo. is. 6d. 
The Christian Armed. 321110. is. 6d. ; mor. 3s. 6d. 
Guide to Sacred Eloquence. 2s. 

R. Washbournc, 18 Paternoster Row % LotuLon* 
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Religious Instruction. 
The Catechism of Christian Doctrine. Approved for 
the use of the Faithful in all the Dioceses of 
England and Wales. Price id. ; cloth, 2d. 

The Catechism, Illustrated with Passages from the 
Holy Scriptures. Arranged by the Rev. J. B. 
Bagshawe, with Imprimatur. Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

" I believe the Catechism to be one of the best possible books of 
controversy, to those, at least, who are inquiring with a real desire 
to find the truth." — Extract from the Preface. 

"An excellent idea. The very thing of all others that is needed 
by many under instruction." — Tablet. "It is a book which will 
do incalculable good. Our priests will hail with pleasure so valu- 
able a help to their weekly instructions in the Catechism, while in 
schools its value will be equally recognized." — Weekly Register. 
* ' A work of great merit. " — Church Herald. ' ' We can hardly wish 
for anything better, either in intention or in performance." — The 
Mon ih. " Very valuable. ' ' — Dublin Review. 

A Dogmatic Catechism. By Frassinetti. Translated 
from the original Italian by the Oblate Fathers 
of St Charles. With a Preface by His Grace 
the Archbishop of Westminster. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 

" We give a few extracts from Frassinetti's work, as samples of 
its excellent execution." — Dublin Review. " Needs no commenda- 
tion." — Month. " It will be found useful, not only to catechists, but 
also for the instruction of converts from the middle class of society." 
— Tablet. 

A First Sequel to the Catechism. By the Rev. J. 
Nary. 32mo. id. 

" It will recommend itself to teachers in Catholic schools as one 
peculiarly adapted to the use of such children as have mastered the 
Catechism, and yet have nothing else to fall back upon for higher 
religious instruction. It will be found a great assistance as well to 
teachers as to pupils who belong to the higher standards in our 
Catholic poor schools." — Weekly Register. 

Catechism made Easy. A Familiar Explanation of 
" The Catechism of Christian Doctrine." By the 
Rev. H. Gibson. Fcap. 8vo. Vol. I., 4s. 6d. 
Vol. II., 4s. 6d. 

The Monitor of the Association of Prayer. Monthly, 
id. Volume, 2s. Notices, 6s. 1000. Prints, 
7s. 6d. 1000. Zelator's Cards, 10s. 1000. 
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The Threshold of the Catholic Church. A course of 
Plain Instructions for those entering her Com- 
munion. By Rev. J. B. Bagshawe. Cr. 8vo. 4s. 

"A scholarly, well-written book, full of information." — Church. 
Herald. "An admirable book, which will be of infinite service to 
thousands." — Universe. " Plain, practical, and unpretentious, it ex- 
hausts so entirely the various subjects of instruction necessary for 
our converts, that few missionary priests will care to dispense with 
its assistance." — Register. " It has very special merits of its own. . 
It is the work, not only of a thoughtful writer and good theologian, 
but of a wise and experienced priest." — Dublin Review. "Its 
characteristic is the singular simplicity and clearness with which 
everything is explained. . . It will save priests hours and days of 
time." — Tablet. "There is much in it with which we thoroughly 
agree." — Church Times. "There was a great want of a manual of 
instruction for convents, and the want has now been supplied, and in 
the most satisfactory manner." — The Month. 

Descriptive Guide to the Mass. By the Rev. Dr. 
Laing. is. ; extra cloth, is. 6d. 

"An attempt to exhibit the structure of the Mass. The logical 
relation of parts is ingeniously effected by an elaborate employment 
of differences of type, so that the classification, down to the minutest 
subdivision, may at once be caught by the eye." — Tablet. 

Protestant Principles Examined by the Written Word. 
Originally entitled, " The Protestant's Trial by 
the Written Word." New edition. i8mo. is. 

" An excellent book. " — Church News. * ' A good specimen of the 
concise controversial writing of English Catholics in the early part of 
the seventeenth century." — Catholic Opinion. " A little book which 
might be consulted profitably by any Catholic." — Church Times. 
"A clever little manual." — Westminster Gazette. "A useful little 
volume."— The Month. ' ' An excellent little book. "— Weekly Re- 
gister. "A well-written and well-argued treatise." — Tablet. 

Fleur/s Historical Catechism. Large edition, i^d. 
The Necessity of Enquiry as to Religion. By Henry 

John Pye, M.A. 4& ; for distribution, 20s. a 

hundred; cloth, 6d. 

" Mr. Pye is particularly plain and straightforward." — Tablet. 
"It is calculated to do much good. We recommend it to the 
clergy, and think it a most useful work to place in the hands of all 
who are under instruction. " — Westminster Gazette. • ' A thoroughly 
searching little pamphlet." — Universe. " A clever little pamphlet. 
Each point is treated briefly and clearly." — Catholic Opinion. 

JR. Wasnboume, 18 Paternoster Row y London. 
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The Grounds of Catholic Doctrine. By Dr. Chal- 
loner. Large type edition. i8mo. cloth, 4A 

Dr. Butler's First Catechism, id. Second Catechism, 
id.; Third Catechism, i £d. 

Dr. Doyle's Catechism, i^d. \ 

Lessons on the Chnstian Doctrine, id. 

Bible History for the use of Catholic Schools and 
Families. By the Rev. R. Gilmour. 2s. 

Herder's Prints — Old and New Testament 40 large 
coloured pictures. 12s. nett. 

Origin and Progress of Religious Orders, and Happi- 
ness of a Religious State. By Fr. Jerome Platus, 
S J. ; translated by Patrick Mannock. Fcap. 8vo. 

28. 6d. 

" The whole work is evidently calculated to impress any reader 
With the great advantages attached to a religious life." — Register. 

Children of Mary in the World. 32mo. id. 
Practical Counsels for Holy Communion. By Mgr. 

deS^gur. Translated for children, is. 
Practical Counsels on Confession. By Mgr. de 

S^gur. Translated for children. 6d. 
The Young Catholic's Guide to Confession and Holy 

Communion. By Dr. Kenny. Third edition. 

Paper, 4d. ; cloth, 6d. ; cloth, red edges, 9d. 

"Admirably suited to the purpose for which it is intended." — 
Weekly Register. * * One of the best we have seen. The instructions 
are clear, pointed, and devout, and the prayers simple, weU con- 
structed, and sufficiently brief. We recommend it to our readers." 
— Church News. 

A General Catechism of the Christian Doctrine. By 
the Right Rev. Dr. Poirier. i8mo. 9d. 

Explanation of the Epistles and Gospels, &c. By the 
Rev. Fr. Goffinc. Illustrated. 7s. 

Life, Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Our Blessed 
Lord. Translated from Ribadeneira. is. 

Butler's Lives of the Saints. 2 vols., 8vo., cloth, 28s.; 
or in cloth gilt, 34s. ; or in 4 vols., 8vo., cloth, 
32s. ; or in cloth gilt, 48s. ; or in leather gilt, 64s. 

J?. IVashbourne, 18 Paternoster R<rw % London. " 
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Anglican Orders. By the Very Rev. Canon Williams. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Indulgences, Absolutions, &c. By Rev. Dr. Green. 
4s. 6d. 

Auricular Confession. By Rev. Dr. Melia. is. 6d. 

The Rainy Day, and Guild of Our Lady. By the 
Rev. Fr. Richardson. 2d. 

The Crusade, or Catholic Association for the Sup- 
pression of Drunkenness. By the Rev. Fr. 
Richardson, id. 

Little by Little ; or, the Penny Bank. By the Rev. 
Fr. Richardson, id. 

Temperance Tracts. No. 1. An Instructive and In- 
teresting Dialogue, id. 

A Letter to George Augustus Simcox, Esq. By One 
who has lately been received into the Church. 6d. 

The Christian Teacher. By Ven. de la Salle, is. 8d. 

Christian Politeness. By the Ven. de la Salle, is. 

Duties of a Christian. By the Ven. de la Salle. 2s. 

The Monks of Iona and the Duke of Argyll. By the 
Rev. J. Stewart M'Corry, D.D. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Lives of Saints, &c. 
Life of the Ven. Anna Maria Taigi. Translated 
from t the French of Calixte, by A. V. Smith 
Sligo. 8vo. 5s. 

•*A most valuable book." — DublinlReview. "An edifying and 
delightful book of spiritual reading." — Church Herald. " We hope 
to see it meet with that success which works of the sort have a right 
to expect." — Westminster Gazette. "The translator's labour has 
been so ably performed that the book is wanting in few of the merits 
of an original work." — T t ablet. 

The Life of St. Francis of Assisi. Translated from 
the Italian of St. Bonaventure by Miss Lockhart. 
With a Preface by His Grace the Archbishop of 
Westminster. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 2s. and 3s.; gilt, 4s. 

" It is beautifully translated." — Catholic Opinion. " A most in- 
teresting and instructive volume." — Tablet. "This is a first-rate 
translation by one of the very few persons who have the art of trans- 
lating as if they were writing an original work." — Dublin Review. 

R. Washbourne> 18 Paternoster Row^ London. 
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Oratorian Lives of the Saints. Second Series. Vol. I. — 
S. Bernardine of Siena. Post 8vo. 5s. 
Vol. II.— S. Philip Benizi. Post 8vo. 5s. 
Vol. III. — S. Veronica Giuliani, and Blessed 
Battista Varani. Post 8vo. 5s. 

1. It is proposed to publish a Second Series of the Lives of the 
Modern Saints, translated from foreign languages, and to bring out 
two or more volumes in the year. 2. The works translated from 
will be in most cases the Lives drawn up for or from the processes 
of canonization or beatification, as being more full, more authentic, 
and more replete with anecdote, thus enabling the reader to become 
better acquainted with the Saint's disposition and spirit ; while the 
simple matter-of-fact style of the narrative is, from its unobtrusive 
character, more adapted for spiritual reading than the views and 
generalizations, and prologetic extenuations of more recent bio- 
graphers. 3. The objects are those stated at the commencement of 
the First Series, viz., 1. To supply English Catholics with a cabinet- 
library of interesting as well as edifying reading, especially for fami- 
lies, schools, and religious refectories, which would for many reasons 
be particularly adapted for these times, and would with God's bless- 
ing act as a counter influence to the necessarily deadening and 
chilling effects which the neighbourhood of heresy and the conse- 
quent prevalence of earthly principles and low views of grace may 
have on the temper and habits of mind even of the faithful ; 2. To 
present to our other countrymen a number of samples of the fruit 
which the system, doctrine, and moral discipline established by the 
holy and blessed Council of Trent have produced, and which will be 
to inquirers really in earnest about their souls, an argument more 
cogent than any that mere controversy can allege ; and 3. To spread 
the honour and love of the ever-blessed Queen of Saints, by showing 
how greatly an intense devotion to her aided in forming those prodi- 
gies of heroic virtue with which the Holy Ghost has been pleased to 
adorn the Church since the schism of Luther, more than in almost 
any previous times ; while the same motive will prevent the Series 
being confined to modern saints exclusively. 4. The work is pub- 
lished with the permission and approval of superiors. Every volume 
containing the Life of a person not yet canonized or beatified by the 
Church will be prefaced by a protest in conformity with the decree 
of Urban VIII., and in all Lives which introduce questions of 
mystical theology great care will be taken to publish nothing which 
has not had adequate sanction, or without the reader being informed 
of the nature and amount of the sanction. 

Life of Fr. de Ravignan. Crown 8vo. 9s. 

The Pilgrimage to Paray le Monial, with a brief notice 

of the Blessed Margaret Mary. 6d. 
Patron Saints. By Eliza Allen Starr. Cr. 8vo. 10s. 

J?. WashbournC) 18 Paternoster Row, London. 
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Life of St. Boniface, and the Conversion of Germany. 
By Mrs. Hope. Edited, with a Preface, by the 
Rev. Father Dalgairns. Cr. 8vo. 6s. 

"Every one knows the story of S. Boniface's martyrdom, but 
every one has not heard it so stirringly set forth as in her 22nd 
chapter by Mrs. Hope. " — Dublin Review, 

Louise Lateau : her Life, Stigmata, and Ecstacies. By 
Dr. Lefebvre. Translated from the French by T. S. 
Shepard. Fcap. 8vo. 2s. ; cheap edition, 6d. 

Venerable Mary Christina of Savoy. 6d. 

Memoirs of a Guardian Angel. Fcap. 8vo. 4 s. 

Life of St. Patrick. i2mo. is. 

Life of St. Bridget, and of other Saints of Ireland, is. 

Insula Sanctorum : the Island of Saints, is. ; cloth, 2s. 

Life of Paul Seigneret, Seminarist of Saint-Sulpice. 
Fcap. 8vo., is. ; cloth extra, 15. 6d. ; gilt, 2s. 

" An affecting and well-told narrative. . . It will be a great fa- 
vourite, especially with our pure-minded, high-spirited young people. " 
— Universe. ' ' Paul Seigneret was remarkable for the simplicity and 
the heroism of both his natural and his religious character." — Tablet. 
"We commend it to parents with sons under their care, and espe- 
cially do we recommend it to those who are charged with the edu- 
cation and training of our Catholic youth." — Register. 

A Daughter of St. Dominic. ,, By Grace Ramsay. 
Fcap. 8vo. is. 6d. ; cloth extra, 2s. 

"A beautiful little work. The narrative is highly interesting." — 
Dublin Review. "It is full of courage and faith and Catholic 
heroism." — Universe. " One who has lived and died in our own 
day, who led the common life of every one else, but yet who learned 
how to supernaturalize this life in so extraordinary a way that we 
forget ' the doctor's daughter in a provincial town,' while reading 
Grace Ramsay's beautiful picture of the wonders effected by her 
ubiquitous charity, and still more by her fervent prayer." — Tablet. 
' ' The spirit of thorough devotion to Rome manifest in every page 
of this charming work will render it most attractive to Leaguers of 
St. Sebastian."— The Crusader. 

The Glory of St. Vincent de Paul. By the Most Rev. 
Dr. Manning, Archbishop of Westminster, is. 

dr. newman's lives of the English saints. 
Life of St. Augustine of Canterbury. 12 mo. 3s. 6d. 
Life of St. German. i2mo. cloth, 3 s. 6d. 
Life of Stephen Langton. 1 2mo. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

A Washbourne, 18 Paternoster Rout), London. 
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His Eminence Cardinal Wiseman ; with full account 
of his Obsequies ; Funeral Oration by Archbishop 
Manning, &c. is. ; cloth, red edges, is. 6d 

Count de Montalembert. By George White. 6d. 

Life of Mgr. Weedall. By Dr. Husenbeth. 3s. 6d. 

Life of Pope Pius IX. 6d. 

Life of Rev. Fr. Pallotti. By Rev. Dr. Melia. 4s. 

BY THE POOR CLARES OF KENMARE. 

Life and Revelations of St. Gertrude. Cr. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

Spirit of St. Gertrude. i8mo. 2s. 6d. 

Life of St. Aloysius. 6d. ; St. Joseph, 6d., cloth, 9d. ; 

St. Patrick, 6d., cloth, 9d. 
Life of St. Patrick. Illustrated by Doyle. 4to. 20s. 

Our Lady. 

Life of the Ever-Blessed Virgin. Proposed as a Model 

to Christian Women, ts. 
A May Chaplet, and other Verses for the Month of 

Mary. Translated and Original. By the Rev. 

Fr. Kenelm Digby Beste, of the Oratory. With 

Imprimatur. Square i6mo., cloth, 4s. ; gilt, 5s. 

' "The Rev. Fr. Beste is the latest and not the least worthy singer 
of the Virgin's praises. Both as a translator and as an independent 
composer, Fr. Beste's book is very laudable. He is gifted with very 
considerable pathetic power, and his style of expression lis simple 
and chaste. His choice of metre is usually very [happy, and the 
melody of his verses leaves nothing to be desired. But the great 
charm of his volume is its manifest sincerity." — Dublin Review. 

Our Blessed Lady of Lourdes: a Faithful Narrative of 
the Apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary at the 
Rocks of Massabielle, near Lourdes, in the year 
1858. By F. C. Husenbeth, D.D., V.G., and Pro- 
vost of Northampton. i8mo. 6d. ; cloth is.: 
with Novena, is. ; cloth, is. 6d. Novena, sepa- 
rately, 4d. ; Litany, separately, id. . 

Month of Mary for Interior Souls. By M. A. Mac- 
daniel. i8mo. 2s. 

Concise Portrait of the Blessed Virgin, is. per 100. 

The Definition of the Immaculate Conception. 6d. 

& IVas/ibourne, 18 Paternoster Row, London. 
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Devotion to Our Lady in North America, By the 
Rev. Xavier Donald Macleod. 8vo. 5s. cash. 

"The work of an author than whom few more gifted writers have 
ever appeared among us. It is not merely a religious work, but it has 
all the charms of an entertaining book of travels. We can hardly 
find words to express our high admiration of it." — Weekly Register. 

The History of the Blessed Virgin. By the Abb£ 
Orsini. Translated from the French by the Very 
Rev. F. C. Husenbeth, D.D. With eight Illus- 
trations. Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

The Blessed Virgin's Root traced in the Tribe of 
Ephraim. By the Rev. Dr. Laing. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

Month of Mary, principally for the use of religious 
communities. i8mo. is. 6d. 

Readings for the Feasts of Our Lady, and especially 
for the Month of May. By the Rev. A. P. Bethell. 
i8mo. is. 6d. ; cheap edition, is. 

A Devout Exercise in Honour of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. From the Psalter and Prayers of S. 
Bonaventure. In Latin and English, with Indul- 
gences applicable to the Holy Souls. 32mo. is. 

The Little Office of the Immaculate Conception. In 
Latin and English. By the Very Rev. Dr. Hu- 
senbeth. 32mo. 4& ; cloth, 6d. ; roan, is.; calf or 
morocco, 2s. 6d. 

Our Lady's Lament, and the Lamentation of St. 
Mary Magdalene. 2 s. 

Life of Our Lady in Verse. 2s. 

The Virgin Mary. By Dr. Melia. 8vo. us. 3d. cash. 

Archconfraternity of Our Lady of Angels, is. per 100. 

Litany of Our Lady of Angels, is. per 100. 

Origin of the Blue Scapular, id. 

Prayer-Books. 

Washbourne's Edition of the " Garden of the Soul," in 
medium-sized type (small type as a rule being 
avoided). For prices see page 4. 

The Little Garden. 6d., 9&, is., is. 6d., and upwards. 

R. Washbourne^ 18 Paternoster Rgtd^ Lqyi&qu* 
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The Lily of St Joseph ; a little Manual of Prayers 
and Hymns for Mass. Price 2d. ; cloth, 3d. ; or 
with gilt lettering, 4d. ; more strongly bound, 6d. ; 
or with gilt edges, 8d. ; roan, is.; French morocco, 
is. 6d. ; calf, or morocco, 2s. ; gilt, 2s. 6d. 

" It supplies a want which has long been felt ; a prayer-book for 
children, which is not a childish book, a bandy book for boys and 
girls, and for men and women too, if they wish for a short, easy-to- 
read, and devotional prayer-book." — Catholic Opinion. "A very 
complete prayer-book. It will be found very useful for children and 
for travellers. ' ' — Weekly Register. * ' A neat little compilation, which 
will be specially useful to our Catholic School-children. The hymns 
it contains are some of Fr. Faber's best." — Universe. 

Life of Our Lord Commemorated in the Mass; a 
Method of Assisting at the Holy Sacrifice. By 
the Rev. E. G. Bagshawe, of the Oratory. 32010. 
3d. ; cloth, 4<L ; roan, is. ; French morocco, 
is. 6d. ; calf or morocco, 2s. 6d. 

Garden of the Soul, in large type. Roan, gilt edges, 
2s. ; French morocco, 3s., clasp and rims, 4s. 6<L ; 
French morocco, antique, 3s. 6d. ; calf, 5s. ; mo- 
rocco, 6s. 6d. ; roan, sprinkled edges, with Epis- 
tles and Gospels, 2s. All the other styles with 
Epistles and Gospels, 6d. extra. 

Path to Paradise. 36 full page Illustrations. Cloth, 
3d. With 50 Illustrations, cloth, 4& 

Manual of Catholic Devotion. Small, for the waist- 
coat pocket. 6d. ; roan, is. ; calf or morocco, 2s. 

Ursuline Manual. Persian calf, 7s. 6d. ; morocco, 10s. 

Crown of Jesus. Persian calf, 6s.; morocco, 7s. 6d. 
and 8s. 6d., with rims, 10s. 6d. ; morocco, extra 
gilt, 1 os. 6d., with rims, 12s. 6d. ; ivory, with 
rims, 2 is., 25s., 27s. 6d. and 30s. 

Burial of the Dead (Adults and Infants) in Latin and 
English. Royal 321110. cloth, 6d. ; roan, is. 6d. 

" Being in a portable form, will be found useful by those who are 
called upon to assist at that solemn rite." — Tablet. 

In Suffragiis Sanctorum. Commem S. Josephi. Com- 
mem S. Georgii. Set of five for 4d. 

H. Washbourne } i& Paternoster Row, London. 
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Sacred Heart of Jesus offered to the Piety of the Young 
engaged in Study. By Rev. A. Deham, S.J. 6d. 

" Complete little Manual of Devotion to the Sacred Heart, and as 
such will be valued by Catholics of every age and ^station." — Tablet. 

Treasury of the Sacred Heart. With Epistles and 
Gospels. i8mo. cloth, 3s. 6d. ; roan, 4s. 6d. 

Little Treasury of the Sacred Heart. 32mo. 2s. 

Devotions to Sacred Heart of Jesus. By the Rt. Rev. 
Dr. Milner. New Edition. To which is added 
Devotions to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
3d.,; cloth, 6d. ; gilt, is. 

Manual of Devotion to the Sacred Heart, from the 
Writings of Bl. Margaret Mary Alacoque. By 
Denys Casassayas. Translated. 3d. 

Act of Consecration to the Sacred Heart, id. 

Act of Reparation to the Sacred Heart, is. per 100. 

The Little Prayer-Book for Ordinary Catholic Devo- 
tions. Cloth, 3d. 

Missal (complete). Persian calf, 8s. 6d. ; morocco, 
1 os. 6d., with rims, 13s. 6d. ; morocco, extra gilt, 
12s. 6d., with rims, 15s. 6d. ; morocco, with turn- 
over edges, 13s. 6d.; morocco antique, 15s. ; russia 
antique, 20s. ; ivory, with rims, 31s. 6d. 

Manual of Catholic Piety, containing a selection of 
Fervent Prayers, Pious Reflections, and Solid In- 
structions, adapted to every State of Life. Edition 
with green border. French mor., 2s. 6d. ; mor., 4s. 

Occasional Prayers for Festivals. By Rev. T. Barge. 
32mo. 4d. and 6d. ; gilt, is. 

Catholic Hours : a Manual of Prayer, including Mass 
and Vespers. By J. R. Digby Beste, Esq. 32ino. 
cloth, 2s; red edges, 2s. 6d. ; roan, 3s. ; morocco, 6s. 

Catholic Piety. 32mo. 6d.; roan, is.; with Epistles 
and Gospels, roan, is. ; French morocco, is. 6d., 
with rims and clasp, 2s. ; imitation ivory, rims and 
clasp, 2s. 6d. ; velvet rims and clasps, 3s. 6d. 

Key of Heaven. Same size and prices. 
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Manual of Devotions in Honour of Our Lady of Sor- 
rows. Compiled by the Clergy at St. Patrick's 
Soho. i8mo. is. ; cloth, red edges, is. 6d. 

Novena to St. Joseph. Translated by M. A. Mac- 
daniel. To which is added a Pastoral of the late 
Right Rev. Dr. Grant. 32010. 4& ; cloth, 6& 

" All seasons are fitting in which to make Novenas to St. Joseph, 
for which reason this little work will be found very serviceable at any 
time." — Weekly Register. 

Miraculous Prayer — August Queen of Angels, is. 
per 100. 

A Union of our life with the Passion of our Lord, by 
a daily offering, is. per 100. 

A New Year's Gift to our Heavenly Father ; or, De- 
dication of the First Hours of the Year, Quarter, 
Month, or Week to God. 4d. 

Devotions for Mass. Very large type, 2d. 

Memorare Mass. By the Poor Clares of Kenmare, 2d. 

Fourteen Stations of the Holy Way of the Cross. By 
St. Liguori. Large type edition, id. 

Prayer for one's Confessor, is. per 10b. 

Litany of Resignation, is. per 100. 

Intentions for Indulgences. 6d. per 100. 

Prayers for the Dying. 1$. per 100. 

Indulgenced Prayers for the Rosary of the Holy 
Souls, id. each, 6d. a dozen, 3s. per 100. 

Indulgenced Prayers for Souls in Purgatory. 1 s. per 1 00. 

Devotions to St Joseph, is. per 100. 

Devotion to St. Joseph as Patron of the Church, id. 

Catholic Piety, or Key of Heaven, with Epistles and 
Gospels. Large 321110, French morocco, 2s. ; 
with rims, 2s. 6d. ; extra gilt, 3s. ; with rims, 3s. 6d. 

Douai Bible. 2s. 6d ; calf or morocco, 6s. ; gilt, 7s. 

Catholic Psalmist : or, Manual of Sacred Music, con- 
taining Vespers, Chants, Hymns, Litanies, &c, 
with the Gregorian Chants for High Mass, Holy 
Week, &c. Compiled by C. B. Lyons, 4s. 

J?. WashbournC) 18 Paternoster Roit^ London. 
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The Complete Hymn Book, containing 136 Hymns 
for Missions, Month of Mary. Price id. 

Church Hymns. By J. R. Digby Beste, Esq. 6d. 

Illustrated Manual of Prayers. 321110., 3d. ; cloth, 4d. 

KeyofHeaven. Very large type, is. Leather 2s.64gilt,3s. 

Catholic Choir Manual : containing Vespers for all 
the Sundays and Festivals of the year, Hymns and 
Litanies, &c. ' Compiled by C. B. Lyons, is. 

The Rosary for the Souls in Purgatory, with Indul- 
genced Prayer. 6d. and 9d. each. Medals sepa- 
rately, id. each, 9s. gross. Prayers separately, id. 
each, 3s. per 100. 

Rome, &c. 

Two Years in the Pontifical Zouaves. By Joseph 
Powell, Z.P. With 4 Engravings by Sergeant 
Collingridge, Z.P. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

"It affords us much pleasure, and deserves the notice of the Catho- 
lic public." — Tablet. " Familiar names meet the, eye on every page, 
and as few Catholic circles in either country have not had a friend or 
relative at one time or another serving in the Pontifical Zouaves, the 
history of the formation of the corps, of the gallant youths, their 
sufferings, and their troubles, will be valued as something more than 
a contribution to modern Roman history." — Freeman's Journal. 

The Victories of Rome. By the Rev. Fr. Kenelm 

Digby Beste. Second edition, is. 
The Roman Question. By F. C. Husenbeth, D.D. is. 
Defence of the Roman Church against Fr. Gratry. 

By Dom Gueranger. 6d. 
Personal Recollections of Rome. By W. J. Jacob, 

Esq., late of the Pontifical Zouaves. 8vo. is. 6d. 
Henri V. (Comte de Chambord), September 29, 1873. 

By W. H. Walsh. With a Portrait. 8vo. is. 64 
The Rule of the Pope-King. By Rev. Fr. Martin. 6d. 
The Years of Peter. By an Ex-Papal Zouave, id. 
The Catechism of the Council. By a D.C.L, 2d. 
The Crucifixion. Coloured, on black ground. Size 

2oin. by 27m. Price 2s. 

P. Washfourne, 18 Paternoster Rooo^ London 
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Tales, or Books for the Library. 
Tom's Crucifix, and other Tales. By M. F. S. 3s. 

" Eight simple stories for the use of teachers of Christian doc- 
trine." — Universe. "This is a volume of short, plain, and simple 
stories, written with the view of illustrating the Catholic religion 
practically by putting Catholic practices in an interesting light 
before the mental eyes of children.... The whole of the tales in the 
volume before us are exceedingly well written." — Register. 

Simple Tales. Square iomo. cloth antique, as. 6d. 

" Contains .five pretty stories of a true Catholic tone, interspersed 
with some short pieces of poetry. . . Are very affecting, and told 
in such a way as to engage the attention of any child." — Register. 
"This is a little book which we can recommend with great confi- 
dence as a present for young readers. The tales are simple, beau- 
tiful, and pathetic." — Catholic Opinion. " It belongs to a class of 
books of which the want is generally much felt by Catholic parents." 
— Dublin Review. "Beautifully written. 'Little Terence* is a 
gem of a Tale."— Tablet, 

Fairy Tales for Little Children. By Madeleine Howley 
Meehan. Fcap. is. ; cloth extra, is. 6d.; gilt, 2s. 

" Full of imagination and dreams, and at the same time with ex- 
cellent point and practical aim, within the reach of the intelligence 
of infants."— Universe. "Pleasing, simple stories, combining in- 
struction with amusement." — Register, "A pretty little story-book 
for pretty little children."— Tablet. 

Terry O'Flinn's Examination of Conscience. By the 
Very Rev. Dr. Tandy. Fcap. 8vo. is. 6d. ; 
extra gilt, 2s. ; cheap edition, is. 

"The writer possesses considerable literary power." — Register. 
" The idea is well sustained throughout, and when the reader comes 
to the end of the book he finds the mystery solved, and that it was 
nil nothing but a • dhrame.' " — Church limes. 

The Adventures of a Protestant in Search of a Reli- 
gion : being the Story of a late Student of 
Divinity at Bunyan Baptist College ; a Noncon- 
formist Minister, who seceded to the Catholic 
Church. By Iota. 5s. ; cheap edition, 3s. 

"Will well repay its perusal." — Universe. "This precious vol- 
ume. " — Baptist. "No one will deny • Iota ' the merit of entire origi- 
nality." — Civilian. " A valuable addition to every Catholic library." 
Tablet. , " There is much cleverness in it."— Nonconformist. " Ma- 
licious and wicked." — English Independent. 

The Fisherman's Daughter. By Conscience. 4s. 
The Amulet. By Hendrick Conscience. 4s. 

yP. IVashbournC) 18 Paternoster Rout^ Lfmdon, 
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Rosalie ; or, the Memoirs of a French Child. Written 
by herself. Fcap. 8vo., is. and is.^ 6d. ; extra 
gilt, 2S. 
" It is prettily told, and in a natural manner. The account of 

Rosalie's illness and First Communion is very well related. We 

can recommend the book for the reading of children." — Tablet, 

" The tenth chapter is beautiful." — Universe. 

The Story of Marie and other Tales. Fcap. 8vo., 2s.; 
cloth extra, 2s. 6d.; gilt, 3s.; or separately: — The 
Story of Marie, 2d. 4 Nelly Blane, and A Contrast, 
2d.; A Conversion and a Death-Bed, 2d.; Herbert 
Montagu, 2d. ; Jane Murphy, The Dying Gipsy, 
and The Nameless Grave, 2d.; The Beggars, and 
True and False Riches, 2d.; Pat and his Friend, 2d. 

"A very nice little collection of stories, thoroughly Catholic in their 
teaching." — Tablet. "A series of short pretty stories, told with much 
simplicity." — Universe. "A number of short pretty stories, replete 
with religious teaching, told in simple language." — Weekly Register. 

Margarethe Verflassen. Translated from the German 
by Mrs. Smith Sligo. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. ; gilt, 3s. 6d. 

" A portrait of a very holy and noble soul, whose life was passed 
inconstant practical acts of the love of God." — Weekly Register. 
"It is the picture of a true woman's life, well fitted up with the 
practice of ascetic devotion and loving unwearied activity about all 
the works of mercy." — Tablet. 

The Last of the Catholic O'Malleys. A Tale. By 
M. Taunton. i8mo. cloth, is. 6d. ; extra, 2s. 

"A sad and stirring tale, simply written, and sure to secure for 
itself readers." — Tablet. " Deeply interesting. It is well adapted 
for. parochial and school libraries." — Weekly Register. "A very 
pleasing tale." — The Month. 

Eagle and Dove. From the French of Mademoiselle 
Ze'naide Fleuriot. By Emily Bowles. Cr. 8vo., 5s. 

" We recommend our readers to peruse this well-written story." — 
Register. " One of the very best stories we have ever dipped into." 
— Church Times. "Admirable in tone and purpose. —-Church 
Herald. "A real gain. It possesses merits far above the pretty 
fictions got up by English writers." — Dublin Review. "There is 
an air of truth and sobriety about this little volume, nor is there any 
attempt at sensation." — Tablet. 

Rupert Aubray. By the Rev. T. J. Potter. 3s. 
Farleyes of Farleye. By the same author. 2s. 6d. 
Sir Humphrey's Trial. By the same author. 2s. 6d. 

Jl. Washbourne^ 18 Paternoster R<ny, London. 
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Chats about the Rosary; or, Aunt Margaret's Little 
Neighbours. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 

" There is scarcely any devotion so calculated as the Rosary to 
keep up a taste for piety in little children, and we must be grateful 
for any help in applying its lessons to the daily life of those who 
already love it in their unconscious tribute to its value and beauty." 
— Month. " We do not know of a better book for reading aloud to 
children, it will teach them to understand and to love the Rosary." — 
Tablet. " A graceful little book, in fifteen chapters, on the Rosary, 
illustrative of each of the mysteries, and connecting each with the 
practice of some particular virtue." — Catholic Opinion. 

Cistercian Legends of the 13 th Century. Translated 
from the Latintby the Rev. Henry Collins. 3s. 

Cloister Legends : or, Convents and Monasteries in 
the Olden Time. Second Edition. Cr. 8vo. 4s. 

The People's Martyr, a Legend of Canterbury. 4s. 

Keighley Hall and other Tales. By Elizabeth King. 
i8mo. 6d.; cloth, is. ; gilt, is. 6d. ; or, separately, 
Keighley Hall, Clouds and Sunshine, The Maltese 
Cross, 3d. each. 

Sir iElfric and other Tales. By the Rev. G. Bamp- 
field. i8mo. 6d. ; cloth, is. ; gilt, is. 6d. 

Ned Rusheen. By the Poor Clares. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

The Prussian Spy. A Novel. By V. Valmont. 4s. 

Adolphus j or, the Good Son. i8mo. gilt, 6d. 

Nicholas ; or, the Reward of a Good Action. 6d. 

The Lost Children of Mount St Bernard. i8mo. gilt, 6d. 

A Broken Chain. i8mo. gilt, 6d. 

The^Baker's Boy; or, the Results of Industry. 6d. 

"All prettily got up, artistically illustrated, and pleasantly-written. 
Better books for gifts and rewards we do not know." — Weekly Re- 
gister. " We can thoroughly recommend them." — Tablet. 

The Truce of God : a Tale of the Eleventh Century. 

By G H. Miles. 4s. 
Tales and Sketches. By Charles Fleet. 8vo. cloth, 

2s. and 2s. 6d. ; cloth, gilt, 3s. 6d. 

14 Pleasingly-written, and containing some valuable hints. There 
is a good deal of nice feeling in these short stories." — Tablet. 

The Convent Prize Book. By the author of " Geral- 
dine." Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 6d. ; gilt, 3s. 6d. 
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The Journey of Sophia and Eulalie to the Palace of 

True Happiness. Translated by the Rev. Father 

Ambrose, Mount St. Bernard's. Fcap. 8vo. 

3 s. 6d. ; cheap edition, 2s. 6d. 
Florence O'Neill. By A. M. Stewart. 4s. 6d. and 6s. 
Limerick Veteran. By the same. 4s. 6d. and 6s. 
The Three Elizabeths. By the same. 3s. 6d. and 4s. 6d. 
Alone in the World. By the same. 3s. 6d. and 4s. 6d. 
Festival Tales. By J. F. Waller. 5 s. 
Shakespeare's Plays and Tragedies. Abridged and 

Revised for the use of Schools. By Rosa 

Baughan. 8vo. 7 s. 6d. 
Poems. By H. N. Oxenham. Third Edition. 3s. 6d. 

Miscellaneous and Educational. 
History of Modern Europe. With a Preface by the 

Right Rev. Dr. Weathers. i2mo. cloth, 5s. ; 

gilt, 6s. ; roan, 5s. 6d. 

"A work of especial importance for the way in which it deals with 
the early part of the present Pontificate." — Weekly Register. 

Culpepper. An entirely New Edition of Brook's Family 
Herbal. 150 engravings, drawn and coloured 
from living specimens. Crown 8vo., 5s. 6d. 

The Continental Fish Cook; or, a Few Hints on Maigre 
Dinners. By M. J. N. de Frederic. i8mo. is. 

" This is an admirable collection of recipes, which many house- 
keepers will welcome for use. We strongly recommend our lady 
readers at once to procure it." — Church Herald. " It will give to 
all mistresses of households very valuable hints on maigre dinners, 
and we feel sure they will be glad to know of the existence of such a 
manual." — Register. " There are 103 recipes, tUl of which have 
been practically tested ; they combine variety, wholesomeness, and 
economy." — Universe. "It is an unpretending little work, but 
nevertheless containing many recipes, enabling housekeepers to pro- 
vide an excellent variety of dishes, such as may lawfully be eaten 
in times of fasting and abstinence." — Church Times, 

On the Spirit in which Scientific Studies should be 
pursued, with Remarks on the Darwinian Theory 
of Evolution. By Mr. George Richardson. 8vo. 6d. 

General Questions in History, Chronology, Geogra- 
phy, the Arts, &c. By A. M. Stewart. 4s. 6d. 
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Elements of Philosophy, comprising Logic, and 
General Principles of Metaphysics. By Rev. W. 
H. Hill, S.J. Second edition, 8vo. 6s. 

"This work is from the pen of one who has devoted many years to 
the study and teaching of philosophy. It is elementary, and must 
be concise; yet it treats the important points of philosophy so 
clearly, and contains so many principles of wide application, that it 
cannot fail to be especially useful in a country where sound philo- 
sophical doctrine is perhaps more needed than in any other." 

University Education, under the Guidance of the 
Church ; or, Monastic Studies. By a Monk of St. 
Augustine's, Ramsgate. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

"An admirable pamphlet. Its contents are above praise. We 
trust that it will be widely circulated."— Weekly Register, "The 
author is evidently a scholar, a well-read man, and a person of ex- 
perience and wide reading. His essay, consequently, is worthboih 
studying and preserving.' — Church Herald. 

History of England. By W. Mylius. i2mo. 3s. 6d. 
Catechism of the History of England. Cloth, is. 
History of Ireland. By T. Young. i8mo. cloth, 2s. 6d. 
The Illustrated History of Ireland. By the Nun of 

Kenmare. Illustrated by Doyle. 8vo. ns. 
The Patriots' History of Ireland. By the Poor Clares 

of Kenmare. i8mo. cloth, 2s. ; cloth gilt, 2s. 6d. 
A Chronological Sketch of the Kings of England and 

France. With Anecdotes for the use of Children. 

By H. Murray Lane. 2s. 6d. ; or separately, 

England, is. 6d., France, is. 6d. 

" Admirably adapted for teaching young children the elements of 
English and French history." — Tablet. "A very useful little pub- 
lication."— Weekly Register. "An admirably arranged little work 
for the use of children. '— Universe, 

The Catholic Alphabet of Scripture Subjects. Price, 
on a sheet, plain, is. ; coloured, 2s. ; mounted 
on linen, to fold in a case, 3s. 6d. ; varnished, on 
linen, on rollers, 4s. 

" This will be hailed with joy by all young children in Catholic 
schools, and we should gladly see it placed conspicuously before the 
eyes of our little ones." — Catholic Opinion, " Will be very welcome 
in the infant school."— Weekly Register.', 

Bell's Modern Reader and Speaker. Cloth, 3s. 6d. 
-/P. Washbourne, ifc Paternoster Row, Londo 
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Extracts from the Fathers and other Writers of the 

Church. i2mo. cloth, 4s. 6d. 
Brickley's Standard Table Book, £d. 
Washbourne's Multiplication Table on a sheet, 3s. 

per 100. Specimen sent for id. stamp. 

Music. 

BY HERR WILHELM SCHULTHES. 

Cor Jesu, Salus in Te Sperantium. 4s. for 2s. ; with 

harp accompaniment, 5s. for 2s. 6d. ; abridged 

edition, 3d. 
Mass of the Holy Child Jesus, and Ave Maria for 

unison and congregational singing, with organ 

accompaniment. 6s. for 3s. 
*The Vocal Part may be had separately, in i8mo., 

at 4d. each, or 22s. 6d. cash per 100 ; or bound 

in cloth, at 6d. each, or 33s. 6d. cash per 100. 
The Ave Maria of this Mass can be had for Four 

Voices, with the Ingressus Angelus. 2s. 6d. for 1 s. 3d. 
Recordare. Oratio Jeremiae Prophetse. 2s. for is. 
Ne projicias me a facie Tua. Motett for Four Voices. 

(T.B.) 2s. 6d. for is. 3d. 
Benediction Service, with 36 Litanies. 12s. for 6s. 
Oratory Hymns. 2 vols., folio, 16s. for 8s. 
Regina Cceli. Motett for Four Voices. 6s. for 3s. ; 

vocal arrangement, 2s. for is. 
Twelve Latin Hymns, for Vespers, &c. 2s. 



Portfolio. With a patent metallic back. 3s. 
Litanies. By Rev. J. McCarthy, as. 6d. for is. 3d. 
Six Litany Chants. By F. Leslie. 6d. 
Ave Maria. By T. Haydn Waud. 3s. for is. 6d. 
Fr. Faber's Hymns. Various, is. 6d. for 9d. each. 

A separate Catalogue of FOREIGN Books, Educa- 
tional Books, Books for the Library or for 
Prizes, supplied ; also a Catalogue of School 
and General Stationery, a Catalogue of SecowcL- 
hand Books, and a Catalogue oi Carc&N&at&fe v^- 
other Religious Articles. 



